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New York International Antiquarian Book Fair, New York City

Book-Love in the Time of Cholera
by Jeanne Schinto

“It’s about relationships. 
The dealers are the 

heart of it.”

Love in the Time of Cholera, Nobel 
laureate Gabriel García Márquez’s 
tale of magical realistic romance, 

published in Spanish in 1985 as El amor 
en los tiempos del cólera, was on my 
mind as I approached the steps of the 
Park Avenue Armory. It was the late 
afternoon of Thursday, March 5, and 
I was about to enter the preview party 
of the 60th New York International 
Antiquarian Book Fair. I should seek 
out a copy, I thought to myself. Surely 
one is here. Take a photo of the cover. 
Ping the timely title. But throughout the 
evening and following day, when the 
fair opened its weekend run, March 6-8, 
I let the coronavirus news recede into the 
background as I immersed myself in the 
daunting but immensely enjoyable task 
of watching people shop for the objects 
of their desire at the largest and, arguably, 
best rare-book fair in the world.

Offi  cially sanctioned by the 
Antiquarian Booksellers’ Association of 
America (ABAA) and the International 
League of Antiquarian Booksellers, the 
show is produced by Sanford L. Smith 
+ Associates. Traditionally, it brings 
together more than 200 dealers from 
here and abroad and attracts a high-
spot-heavy (i.e., “A-list”) group of 
collectors and institutional archivists. 
This year was no exception despite the 
state of our global health and economy. 
Rare-book afi cionados have their black 
tulips. The fi nancial sector has its black 
swans, i.e., unprecedented, unforeseen, 
and unforeseeable events that wreak 
fi nancial havoc. Fear of a pandemic was 
a new one and promising to be a fi endish 
one, but this crowd didn’t seem to be 
paying it much mind.

Donald A. Heald, longtime head of the 
ABAA’s New York book fair committee, 
said, “We sold more advance tickets 
this year than last.” Ashley Cataldo, 
curator of manuscripts for the American 
Antiquarian Society in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, said, “I spent far more 
than I wanted to, in the fi rst hour.” She 
was seen buying more the following day. 
A private collector, who was being given 
the slightest but fi rmest of nonverbal 
brush-off s by a fellow collector, said 
he understood the reason why. As she 
moved past him, he called after her: 
“I know. We’re not supposed to talk to 
each other, because we’re too busy”—
hunting, that is.

The press got in an hour before the 
preview-party patrons waiting in line, at 
the head of which was Alan Tannenbaum 
of Chelmsford, Massachusetts. A 
collector of works by Lewis Carroll, 
a.k.a. Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, 
for more than 35 years, Tannenbaum 
remarked: “People say to me, ‘Don’t you 
already have everything?’” Of course, 
the answer is no. The hunt never ends. 
If anything, it gets more diffi  cult when 
black tulips are the quarry.

Focused collectors like Tannenbaum 
are effi  cient. They ignore the slogan 
“The Books You Never Knew You 

Wanted,” printed on paper drink coasters by the British dealer 
Simon Beattie. And so, following the focused collectors’ lead, 
I decided to make my reporting experience more manageable 
by concentrating only on what most interests M.A.D. readers, 
i.e., Americana, bypassing booths of dealers from outside the 
United States, no matter how enticing their wares looked from 
the aisle.

Those with thin wallets who stay away from such a celebrated 
fair may not realize that the price range is phenomenally wide. 
True, I saw an Abraham Lincoln manuscript letter written to 
Schuyler Colfax on July 6, 1859, in Springfi eld Illinois, about 
the future president’s strategizing against slavery and his 
preparations for his election campaign that was priced by John 
Reznikoff  of University Archives, Westport, Connecticut, at 
$1,350,000. But I also saw items available for under $100. Be 
forewarned, however. Price is relative. Prolonged exposure to 
upper limits distorts perception. I knew it would be dangerous 
to bring my husband, Bob Frishman, who collects horological 
books and art. By the end of the second day, a fi rst edition of 
a 1730 book in Italian on sundials sounded cheap at $800. He 
bought it.

Newcomers should be told that it’s a rare rare-book dealer 
who isn’t welcoming and willing to talk. Many dealers, like the 
books they sell, can be counted on to tell a good story. Lorne 

The fair’s publicity materials feature a young man wearing 
a baseball cap worn backwards. Mark Summers, an artist 
well known for his work for the New York Times Book 
Review and Barnes and Noble, said via e-mail that he was 
asked to create the image for the fair about four years ago. 
The instructions, as he recalled, were to “swap out” the 
former image of a monk “for a hipster type but sitting in a 
similar pose so that longtime patrons would get the joke.” The entrance to the fair’s venue, the Park Avenue Armory.

This book bag was being given to 
clients of Joshua R. Mann and Sunday 
Steinkirchner of B & B Rare Books, New 
York City.

Besides literary fi rst editions, archives, autograph letters, and manuscripts, B & B 
Rare Books brought a selection of Spalding’s Offi  cial Base Ball Guide, 1881-1910, 
priced from $150 to $1000.

Bromer Booksellers, Boston, brought a very Boston item to the 
fair in the Big Apple. Published by Boston’s Houghton Miffl  in in 
1922, it is Caroline Ticknor’s Glimpses of Authors, a two-volume 
chronicle of the myriad encounters she had with authors as they 
came and went through her home and at Ticknor and Fields, the 
Boston publishing house cofounded by her grandfather William 
D. Ticknor. What makes the book notable is that tipped into the 
volumes are over 120 pieces of additional material, including 
autographed letters, photographs, engravings, and printed 
ephemera. Highlights include notes and letters signed by Samuel 
Clemens, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. Bromer had the unique piece priced at 
$22,500.
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Bair of Winchester, Virginia, in showing me a 1968 
FBI “Wanted” poster for Eldridge Cleaver said that as 
a child he noticed that the posters in a West Virginia 
post offi  ce featured people his “hippie parents” had 
gone to college with. But as evidenced by the poster 
and the Lincoln letter, it’s not all books at this fair. In 
fact, sometimes books are the least of it. In the booth of 
James Cummins of New York City, for example, I saw 
a set of blueprints for the World Trade Center, its price 
available on request.

Cummins, who stores 300,000 books in a New 
Jersey warehouse, is among those featured in a new 
documentary fi lm about the rare-book trade that opened 
in the city on the same weekend as the fair. Titled 
simply The Booksellers, it was directed by D.W. Young, 
co-produced by Judith Mizrachy, and based on an idea 
spawned with the help of another dealer showing at the 
fair, Daniel Wechsler, proprietor of Sanctuary Books of 
New York City. The fi lm’s New York venue was the Quad 
Cinema at 34 West 13th Street, a 25-minute subway ride 
away from the armory. In far closer proximity, on 60th 

Street between Madison and Park Avenues, is the Grolier 
Club, the private library and society for bibliophiles, 
where a juried collection of 100 recently created book 
covers submitted by artists from around the world was 
on view for free.

So was a smaller exhibit, They Also Wrote Children’s 
Books, featuring Grolier Club member John R. Blaney’s 
display of books by well-known authors paired with 
their little-known works for children. One clear surprise 
for me was William Faulkner, a curmudgeonly parent 
who once told his daughter, “Nobody remembers 
Shakespeare’s child.” For the nosy, there was also a 
table of nametags by the front door to peruse, showing 
the depth and range of guests invited to an evening 
reception and, undoubtedly, in town for the fair, too, 
e.g., William Bryson, presumably the author Bill 
Bryson, and John Buchtel, curator of rare books and 
head of special collections at the Boston Athenaeum.

Two other fairs were taking place on the same 
weekend, feeding off  the heat of the main event. They 
were Marvin Getman’s two-day “satellite” show, the 

New York City Book and Ephemera Fair, and the one-
day “shadow show,” the Manhattan Vintage Book & 
Ephemera Fair and Fine Press Book Fair, produced by 
Flamingo Eventz. A few dealers, such as McBride Rare 
Books of New York City, were showing at two fairs; 
James E. Arsenault & Company of Arrowsic, Maine, 
showed at all three.

I realized when I got back home that although I took 
upward of 200 photos, many of them were of people, 
not “stuff .” There are two reasons. One, much of value 
was behind glass or plastic, making photographing it 
diffi  cult. Two, this fi eld is very people-centric. “It’s 
about relationships,” said one collector. “The dealers 
are the heart of it.” That’s true for every antiquarian or 
collecting fi eld, but a case could be made that it applies 
more so here. Because most of these dealers have such 
vast inventories, with prodigious memories to match, 
collectors are well advised to ask for whatever black 
tulip they may be seeking.

For more information, contact the ABAA through its 
website (www.abaa.org).

Thomas G. Boss Fine Books, Boston, 
specializes in bookplates. This one, engraved 
by Edwin Davis French (1851-1906) for the 
New York Yacht Club Library, is from an 
edition of 40. “And it’s the last one,” said 
Boss, who had it priced at $100.

Before he became a rare-book dealer, William H. 
“Bill” Schaberg of Athena Rare Books, Fairfi eld, 
Connecticut, said he had a corporate job, during 
which, in 1984, he started collecting works by 
Nietzsche, then C.G. Jung. More recently, he 
added author to his résumé, having published 
Writing the Big Book: The Creation of A.A., on sale 
in his booth for $40. “My wife calls it ‘The Bigger 
Book,’” said Schaberg, who had an association 
copy of Alcoholics Anonymous on off er for $28,000. 
It was signed by Bill Wilson, a.k.a. Bill W., to his 
brother-in-law, Rogers Burnham, in 1940.

A 1793 manuscript cipher book, on sale for $1250 by Michael 
Laird Rare Books, Lockhart, Texas, was homemade by the 
Higgins family of Eastham Massachusetts, for use as a textbook 
for their children. In its original rough canvas wrappers, it is 
notable, said Laird, not only as a “rare survival” but also as 
evidence of the lengths that post-Colonial Americans went to in 
pursuing education.

Oak Knoll Books, New Castle, Delaware, asked 
$80,000 for a fi rst octavo edition of John James 
Audubon’s The Birds of America, New York and 
Philadelphia, 1840-44. Also on hand were shelves 
of books published by the fi rm’s publishing arm, 
Oak Knoll Press, featuring all things books, 
including volumes on book collecting, bookselling, 
bookbinding, book design, book illustration, 
calligraphy, paper-making, printing, typography, 
and more, plus books about the history of these 
fi elds.

Chris Loker of San Francisco—children’s 
book author, scholar, bookseller, and wife of 
antiquarian bookseller John Windle—is pictured 
with her latest book, A Shimmer of Joy: One 
Hundred Children’s Picture Books in America 
(The Book Club of California, San Francisco, 
2019), on sale at the show for $50.

A fi ne copy of the fi rst edition of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, published 
in 1852 by John P. Jewett & Company, Boston, 
and Jewett, Proctor & Worthington, Cleveland, 
Ohio, was priced at $15,000 by John Windle 
Antiquarian Bookseller, San Francisco.
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by Edwin Davis French (1851-1906) for the 
New York Yacht Club Library, is from an 
edition of 40. “And it’s the last one,” said 
Boss, who had it priced at $100.

Before he became a rare-book dealer, William H. 
“Bill” Schaberg of Athena Rare Books, Fairfi eld, 
Connecticut, said he had a corporate job, during 
which, in 1984, he started collecting works by 
Nietzsche, then C.G. Jung. More recently, he 
added author to his résumé, having published 
Writing the Big Book: The Creation of A.A., on sale 
in his booth for $40. “My wife calls it ‘The Bigger 
Book,’” said Schaberg, who had an association 
copy of Alcoholics Anonymous on off er for $28,000. 
It was signed by Bill Wilson, a.k.a. Bill W., to his 
brother-in-law, Rogers Burnham, in 1940.

A 1793 manuscript cipher book, on sale for $1250 by Michael 
Laird Rare Books, Lockhart, Texas, was homemade by the 
Higgins family of Eastham Massachusetts, for use as a textbook 
for their children. In its original rough canvas wrappers, it is 
notable, said Laird, not only as a “rare survival” but also as 
evidence of the lengths that post-Colonial Americans went to in 
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Oak Knoll Books, New Castle, Delaware, asked 
$80,000 for a fi rst octavo edition of John James 
Audubon’s The Birds of America, New York and 
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of books published by the fi rm’s publishing arm, 
Oak Knoll Press, featuring all things books, 
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Chris Loker of San Francisco—children’s 
book author, scholar, bookseller, and wife of 
antiquarian bookseller John Windle—is pictured 
with her latest book, A Shimmer of Joy: One 
Hundred Children’s Picture Books in America 
(The Book Club of California, San Francisco, 
2019), on sale at the show for $50.

A fi ne copy of the fi rst edition of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, published 
in 1852 by John P. Jewett & Company, Boston, 
and Jewett, Proctor & Worthington, Cleveland, 
Ohio, was priced at $15,000 by John Windle 
Antiquarian Bookseller, San Francisco.
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Sheryl Jaeger of Eclectibles, Tolland, Connecticut, wanted 
$1000 for The Showman Series No. 1, a book of four 
lithographed pop-ups published in 1884 by the International 
News Compagny [sic] of New York. The examples were 
a circus scene, a menagerie, a country scene, and the one 
pictured here, a Punch and Judy scene. An institution 
bought the disbound volume, said Jaeger.

This anti-Andrew Jackson political cartoon, published in 
Philadelphia in 1832, is a broadside lithograph. A rarity, 
with only two institutional copies known, one at the Library 
Company in Philadelphia, the other at the Hagley Museum in 
Wilmington, Delaware, “The Downfal [sic] of Tyranny” was 
$4500 from Bartleby’s Books, Chevy Chase, Maryland.

Ben Kinmont of Sebastopol, California, is holding 
a fi rst edition of the fi rst cookbook written by a 
woman in Mexico. Kinmont’s price for Antonia 
Carrillo’s Nuevo y Sencillo Arte de Cocina, published 
in Mexico City in 1836, was $6500. Among other 
culinary rarities in the Kinmont booth was an 1812 
manuscript Mexican cookery book that predates 
by 19 years the fi rst one printed in Mexico. It was 
priced at $35,000.

Summer Days and Nights in New York/A 
Summer City by the Sea, a promotional guide 
published by the Merchants’ Association in 
1898, has its two-sided foldout map intact. The 
booklet was $275 from Marilyn Braiterman 
Fine and Rare Books, New York City.

First editions of two 18th-century abolitionist publications by 
Anthony Benezet, each in its contemporary wrappers, were 
on display in the booth of Between the Covers Rare Books, 
Gloucester City, New Jersey. From the library of James Moon, 
a prominent Philadelphia Quaker, the titles were Observations 
on the Inslaving [sic], Importing and Purchasing of Negroes, 
1759, priced at $55,000, and An Epistle of Caution and Advice, 
Concerning the Buying and Keeping of Slaves, 1754, $30,000.

Spotted in the aisle: a book bag whose slogan 
was inspired by Herman Melville’s enigmatic, 
exasperating, but ultimately admirable scrivener 
of Wall Street.

Abraham Lincoln sat for this carte de visite 
on August 9, 1863, in the studio of Alexander 
Gardner, whose back stamp is on the reverse. 
Authenticated, “slabbed,” and graded “Mint 9” by 
the authentication service PSA on a scale of 1 to 10, 
the signed albumen photograph was priced at $79,000 
by University Archives, Westport, Connecticut.

This MAGA hat, 
repurposed to say 
“Make America 
Buy Rare Books 
Again,” was displayed 
in the booth of 
Gabriel Boyers of 
Schubertiade Music 
& Arts, Newton, 
Massachusetts.

Walter Reuben of Los Angeles, one of 11 
California-based dealers at the fair, asked 
$2850 for a British poster advertising 
the 1951 fi lm based on Richard Wright’s 
1940 novel Native Son. “It’s the best show 
of its kind in the world,” said Reuben, a 
specialist in materials on entertainment, 
cinema, LGBT pop culture, performing 
arts, theater, and women’s studies.
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Ken Lopez Bookseller, Hadley, Massachusetts, asked $175,000 for 
this collection of John Cage’s percussion instruments, 53 pieces in 
all, from the early period of the composer’s career.

As the sign says, “Books for Budding 
Collectors” were marked $40 to $400 by 
Owen D. Kubik of Kubik Fine Books, 
Dayton, Ohio. Seen earlier being tried out 
by an intrigued young collector, the “vintage 
typewriter” was $175.

Marsha Malinowski of Marsha Malinowski Fine Books 
& Manuscripts, New York City, and collector Cameron 
O. Smith at the preview party.

Nick Aretakis took over as head of the 
Americana department at William Reese 
Company, New Haven, Connecticut, on 
November 1, 2018. In announcing the 
news, Reese’s widow, Dorothy Hurt, issued 
a statement: “As many of you know, Nick 
was a vital member of the William Reese 
Company for almost fi fteen years. Since 
July 2014, Nick has been living with his 
family in Manteca, California, buying 
and selling rare Americana under his own 
name. He has been tremendously successful 
on his own, but with Bill’s passing [on 
June 4, 2018], both Nick and I felt that 
his return would be mutually benefi cial, 
providing long-term stability for Nick, his 
family, and the William Reese Company.”

Hélène Golay and Lorne Bair of Lorne Bair Rare Books, 
Winchester, Virginia, are specialists in the history, art, and 
literature of American social movements. Asked about the 
FBI “Wanted” poster for Eldridge Cleaver in his booth, Bair 
said the original off set lithograph from 1968 was priced at 
$2800 because it was a rare oversize (34" x 22") version that 
would likely have hung in a federal building or a large city 
post offi  ce.

The venerable fi rm James Cummins Bookseller, New York 
City, has two Cumminses on staff  now: Jim Cummins (right) 
and James Cummins III.

Dealer, appraiser, authenticator, and online 
auctioneer John Reznikoff  of University 
Archives, Westport, Connecticut, is also 
a collector, perhaps best known for his 
collection of celebrity hair, which includes 
some from Lee Harvey Oswald, a bit from 
Jimi Hendrix, and a strand from Abraham 
Lincoln, taken on his deathbed.

Donald Heald (left) of New York City with a new 
collector, who was interested in Lincoln and Washington 
material. Also pictured is Heald’s associate Klea Kalia, a 
recent graduate of Columbia University. On off er in the 
Heald booth were an American edition of Common Sense, 
published in Norwich, Connecticut, in 1776, $72,500; a 
fi rst edition of George Washington’s will, published in 
1800 in Alexandria, Virginia, $19,500; Thomas Jeff erson’s 
copy of a second-edition Greek grammar, published in 
Philadelphia in 1817, $45,000; and a fi rst edition of the 
fi rst book published by the fi rst female physician in the 
United States, Elizabeth Blackwell’s The Laws of Life, 
published in New York in 1852, for $8500. “The fair was 
well attended, with a large number of dealers reporting 
good sales!” Heald wrote in an e-mail shortly after the 
show closed.
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Sheryl Jaeger of Eclectibles, Tolland, Connecticut, wanted 
$1000 for The Showman Series No. 1, a book of four 
lithographed pop-ups published in 1884 by the International 
News Compagny [sic] of New York. The examples were 
a circus scene, a menagerie, a country scene, and the one 
pictured here, a Punch and Judy scene. An institution 
bought the disbound volume, said Jaeger.

This anti-Andrew Jackson political cartoon, published in 
Philadelphia in 1832, is a broadside lithograph. A rarity, 
with only two institutional copies known, one at the Library 
Company in Philadelphia, the other at the Hagley Museum in 
Wilmington, Delaware, “The Downfal [sic] of Tyranny” was 
$4500 from Bartleby’s Books, Chevy Chase, Maryland.

Ben Kinmont of Sebastopol, California, is holding 
a fi rst edition of the fi rst cookbook written by a 
woman in Mexico. Kinmont’s price for Antonia 
Carrillo’s Nuevo y Sencillo Arte de Cocina, published 
in Mexico City in 1836, was $6500. Among other 
culinary rarities in the Kinmont booth was an 1812 
manuscript Mexican cookery book that predates 
by 19 years the fi rst one printed in Mexico. It was 
priced at $35,000.

Summer Days and Nights in New York/A 
Summer City by the Sea, a promotional guide 
published by the Merchants’ Association in 
1898, has its two-sided foldout map intact. The 
booklet was $275 from Marilyn Braiterman 
Fine and Rare Books, New York City.

First editions of two 18th-century abolitionist publications by 
Anthony Benezet, each in its contemporary wrappers, were 
on display in the booth of Between the Covers Rare Books, 
Gloucester City, New Jersey. From the library of James Moon, 
a prominent Philadelphia Quaker, the titles were Observations 
on the Inslaving [sic], Importing and Purchasing of Negroes, 
1759, priced at $55,000, and An Epistle of Caution and Advice, 
Concerning the Buying and Keeping of Slaves, 1754, $30,000.

Spotted in the aisle: a book bag whose slogan 
was inspired by Herman Melville’s enigmatic, 
exasperating, but ultimately admirable scrivener 
of Wall Street.

Abraham Lincoln sat for this carte de visite 
on August 9, 1863, in the studio of Alexander 
Gardner, whose back stamp is on the reverse. 
Authenticated, “slabbed,” and graded “Mint 9” by 
the authentication service PSA on a scale of 1 to 10, 
the signed albumen photograph was priced at $79,000 
by University Archives, Westport, Connecticut.

This MAGA hat, 
repurposed to say 
“Make America 
Buy Rare Books 
Again,” was displayed 
in the booth of 
Gabriel Boyers of 
Schubertiade Music 
& Arts, Newton, 
Massachusetts.

Walter Reuben of Los Angeles, one of 11 
California-based dealers at the fair, asked 
$2850 for a British poster advertising 
the 1951 fi lm based on Richard Wright’s 
1940 novel Native Son. “It’s the best show 
of its kind in the world,” said Reuben, a 
specialist in materials on entertainment, 
cinema, LGBT pop culture, performing 
arts, theater, and women’s studies.
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all, from the early period of the composer’s career.
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Marsha Malinowski of Marsha Malinowski Fine Books 
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Archives, Westport, Connecticut, is also 
a collector, perhaps best known for his 
collection of celebrity hair, which includes 
some from Lee Harvey Oswald, a bit from 
Jimi Hendrix, and a strand from Abraham 
Lincoln, taken on his deathbed.
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collector, who was interested in Lincoln and Washington 
material. Also pictured is Heald’s associate Klea Kalia, a 
recent graduate of Columbia University. On off er in the 
Heald booth were an American edition of Common Sense, 
published in Norwich, Connecticut, in 1776, $72,500; a 
fi rst edition of George Washington’s will, published in 
1800 in Alexandria, Virginia, $19,500; Thomas Jeff erson’s 
copy of a second-edition Greek grammar, published in 
Philadelphia in 1817, $45,000; and a fi rst edition of the 
fi rst book published by the fi rst female physician in the 
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Collector Susan Jaff e Tane (left) of New York 
City and Westport, Connecticut, and Heather 
O’Donnell, proprietor of Honey & Wax 
Booksellers, Brooklyn, New York.

As were many dealers, Tom Congalton of 
Between the Covers Rare Books, Gloucester 
City, New Jersey, was off ering artifacts 
in addition to books, manuscripts, and 
ephemera. For example, he had a grouping 
of women’s suff rage dinnerware made in 
the period 1912-14 by John Maddock & 
Sons on commission for the Newport, Rhode 
Island, estate of Alva Belmont (a.k.a. Alva 
Vanderbilt), the heiress and women’s suff rage 
activist. The price was $7500.

Bryan Bilby of Appledore Books, Waccabuc, New York, specializes 
in literature, children’s books, art and photography, sports, and 
bindings. He also deals in items relating to another passion of his, 
chess.

Ian Kahn (right) of Lux Mentis Booksellers, Portland, Maine, with 
booth visitors on preview night.

James Arsenault (left), principal of the 
eponymous fi rm in Arrowsic, Maine, 
and Michael Buehler of Boston Rare 
Maps, Southampton, Massachusetts, in 
their duplex booth.

Second Story Books has been doing in business in Washington, 
D.C., for 46 years. Originally located in a small walk-up, the store 
has now been at the same large ground-fl oor location at 2000 P 
Street NW, on DuPont Circle, for 42 years. Good for those who 
keep late hours, it’s open daily from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. The sign 
in the booth said, “Rockville, Maryland,” but that is its much newer 
warehouse store location in the D.C. suburbs.

Forget the fusty image that rare-book lovers used to have. Here is a 
colorful quartet. From left to right: Vivian Young of the Brick Row 
Book Shop, San Francisco; Wendy Wilson of Bruce McKittrick 
Rare Books, Narberth, Pennsylvania; Nicholas Lowry, president of 
Swann Galleries, New York City; and Ariel Gordon, “enthusiast” 
(Lowry’s characterization).

A fi rst edition of The History of 
Woman Suff rage, self-published 
in 1889 by Susan B. Anthony in 
two volumes in Rochester, New 
York, was priced at $2700 by Max 
Rambod Antiquarian Manuscripts 
& Fine Books, Woodland Hills, 
California.
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A person can leave this fair loaded down with catalogs. 
One of the most remarkable and well worth the lug home 
was issued by Michael Buehler of Boston Rare Maps. 
Shown here is the cover of the catalog, whose focus is 
“persuasive maps.” As Buehler told me at the fair and 
as he writes in his catalog’s introduction, he was already 
deep into cartography before he became aware that the 
genre was even “a thing.” As defi ned by Judith Tyner 
in The World of Maps: Map Reading and Interpretation 
for the 21st Century, a persuasive map is one that is 
intended primarily to infl uence opinions or beliefs—to 
send or reinforce messages—rather than to communicate 
objective geographic information. Accordingly, in 
Buehler’s catalog one fi nds maps that double as political 
cartoons, a mammoth 1878 missionary map showing 
how Christians were conquering or hoped to conquer the 
world, maps that argue for intemperance and others that 
argue against prohibition, and a personal favorite, a map 
of the Beatles’ Liverpool. They are invariably graphic 
delights. For more information, see the website (www.
bostonraremaps.com).

James E. Arsenault & Company asked $7500 for this circa 
1865 hand-colored albumen photographic print of Chauncey 
M. Leonard, chief engineer of the Newburgh, New York, fi re 
department. Even more notable than the image is its fantastic 
gilt-gesso frame. Likely made by a New York City frame maker, 
said Arsenault, the rarity incorporates fi refi ghting symbols 
(hoses, helmets, an ax, and a speaking horn) into its design.

A “true” fi rst edition of H.G. Wells’s The Time 
Machine was $4750 from Heartwood Books and 
Art, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. It was published 
by Henry Holt, New York, 1895. The novel’s 
title page has the telltale typo, i.e., “H.S. Wells.” 
Sometimes a typo is a good thing.

We were intrigued by the bookbag slogan chosen by 
Division Leap, New York City. As its website states, Adam 
and Kate Davis began their “project” in 2005 as a secret 
gallery in a two-bedroom apartment in the upper reaches 
of Manhattan from which they issued their fi rst print 
catalogs. In 2011 they moved back to their hometown, 
Portland, Oregon, where they occupied a number of spaces, 
hosted exhibitions, readings, and musical performances, 
published books, and issued more catalogs. They returned 
to New York City in 2017. The statement goes on: “Division 
Leap closed its last public space at the end of 2016 in order 
to devote ourselves more fully to travel and discovering 
and writing about books and archives. We’re generalists, 
but in a specifi c way—we’re most fascinated with the 
material cultures of the struggle for freedom in a variety of 
diff erent subjects and disciplines, including art, literature, 
social movements, sexuality, counterculture, the struggle 
for women’s rights, graffi  ti, tattooing, the Situationist 
International and its aftermath, the history of alternative 
spaces and nightclubs, cities, urbanism, and the history of 
independent publishing. Our clients include a community 
of libraries, museums, private collectors, readers, auto-
didacts and outsiders passionate about print culture.” 
Adam Davis wrote in an e-mail about two and a half weeks 
after the show closed: “As of this week we’ll be operating 
from the westernmost point in the U.S., Port Orford, 
Oregon, and then perhaps back to NYC.... ”
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City and Westport, Connecticut, and Heather 
O’Donnell, proprietor of Honey & Wax 
Booksellers, Brooklyn, New York.

As were many dealers, Tom Congalton of 
Between the Covers Rare Books, Gloucester 
City, New Jersey, was off ering artifacts 
in addition to books, manuscripts, and 
ephemera. For example, he had a grouping 
of women’s suff rage dinnerware made in 
the period 1912-14 by John Maddock & 
Sons on commission for the Newport, Rhode 
Island, estate of Alva Belmont (a.k.a. Alva 
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and Michael Buehler of Boston Rare 
Maps, Southampton, Massachusetts, in 
their duplex booth.

Second Story Books has been doing in business in Washington, 
D.C., for 46 years. Originally located in a small walk-up, the store 
has now been at the same large ground-fl oor location at 2000 P 
Street NW, on DuPont Circle, for 42 years. Good for those who 
keep late hours, it’s open daily from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. The sign 
in the booth said, “Rockville, Maryland,” but that is its much newer 
warehouse store location in the D.C. suburbs.
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Book Shop, San Francisco; Wendy Wilson of Bruce McKittrick 
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Swann Galleries, New York City; and Ariel Gordon, “enthusiast” 
(Lowry’s characterization).
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York, was priced at $2700 by Max 
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One of the most remarkable and well worth the lug home 
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Shown here is the cover of the catalog, whose focus is 
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as he writes in his catalog’s introduction, he was already 
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intended primarily to infl uence opinions or beliefs—to 
send or reinforce messages—rather than to communicate 
objective geographic information. Accordingly, in 
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cartoons, a mammoth 1878 missionary map showing 
how Christians were conquering or hoped to conquer the 
world, maps that argue for intemperance and others that 
argue against prohibition, and a personal favorite, a map 
of the Beatles’ Liverpool. They are invariably graphic 
delights. For more information, see the website (www.
bostonraremaps.com).

James E. Arsenault & Company asked $7500 for this circa 
1865 hand-colored albumen photographic print of Chauncey 
M. Leonard, chief engineer of the Newburgh, New York, fi re 
department. Even more notable than the image is its fantastic 
gilt-gesso frame. Likely made by a New York City frame maker, 
said Arsenault, the rarity incorporates fi refi ghting symbols 
(hoses, helmets, an ax, and a speaking horn) into its design.

A “true” fi rst edition of H.G. Wells’s The Time 
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gallery in a two-bedroom apartment in the upper reaches 
of Manhattan from which they issued their fi rst print 
catalogs. In 2011 they moved back to their hometown, 
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to New York City in 2017. The statement goes on: “Division 
Leap closed its last public space at the end of 2016 in order 
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