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The Name's Bond. William Bond
by Jeanne Schinto
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by Jeanne Schinto
At Skinner's science, technology,
and clocks sale in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, on Saturday,
November 20, 2010, a highly
important regulator, made in the
Boston clock shop of William
Bond & Son in 1868, sold to a
private collector bidding by phone
for an above- estimate $539,500
(including buyer's premium). The
underbidder, Jim Cipra of Long
Beach, California, was in the
room. Department head Robert
C. Cheney called the clock "a
horological tour de force" and
"probably the most important
regulator made in America."

00

William
William Bond
Bond &
&
Son,
Son, regulator
regulator
No.
No. 396,
396, with
with
single-arm
single-arm
gravity
gravity
escapement
escapement and
and
remontoire
remontoire
invented
invented by
by
Richard
Richard F.
F. Bond.
Bond.
It
It sold
sold to
to aa
private
private collector
collector
for
for $539,500
$539,500
(est.
(est. $300,000/
$300,000/
500,000).
500,000). The
The
two
two only
only other
other examples,
examples, No.
No.
394
394 and
and No.
No. 395,
395, are
are in
in
institutions—Harvard's
institutions—Harvard's
Collection
Collection of
of Historical
Historical
ScientiRc
ScientiRc Instruments
Instruments and
and
Liverpool's
Liverpool's Merseyside
Merseyside County
County
Museum.
Museum. As
As aa result,
result, Skinner
Skinner
department
department head
head Robert
Robert C.
C.
Cheney
Cheney said,
said, the
the occasion
occasion of
of
this
this sale
sale was
was "the
"the only
only
opportunity
opportunity to
to acquire
acquire one,
one,
since
since the
the two
two in
in the
the institutions
institutions
will
will never
never be
be oYered
oYered on
on the
the
open
open market."
market." Skinner
Skinner photo.
photo.

William Bond & Son (occasionally
also seen as William Bond & Sons)
made only two other clocks like it,
one for the Harvard College
Observatory and another for the
Bidston Observatory in Liverpool,
England. This was the regulator
that was in Bond's downtown
Boston shop. Its signiRcance is
that it was used to disseminate the
world's Rrst public-time service, sending the correct time of day across
mid-19th-century New England.

"Astronomy and timekeeping are very closely related, because the heavens
don't lie," Cheney explained. Based on astronomical observations made
at Harvard, the Bond family of clockmakers could determine exactly
what time it was and would have that time telegraphed to their shop,
where they in turn would send it out, again via telegraph, mainly to
railroad stations.
"Why was standard time so important? Because without it, trains would
crash into one another. That was one big reason," said Cheney. Other
reasons relate to navigation and how timekeeping is used to determine
longitude at sea. In Cheney's words, Bond's clocks represent "the Rrst
eYort to get everybody on the same time schedule."
The Bond Rrm was founded in 1793 by the Rrst William Bond, who
emigrated from Cornwall, England. His son, William Cranch Bond, and
the next generation, Richard and George, were responsible for these
clocks. The Rrm remained in the hands of the Bond family until the
1930's when ownership passed to Armenian immigrant brothers named
Hekimian. The Rrm closed in 1977. The clock, displayed from 1982 to
2000 at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., was consigned
to the sale by the descendants of its last owner, Suren H. Hekimian
(1905-1977).
The sale as a whole oYered 695 items, 660 (or 94.9%) of which sold for a
total of $1,784,165, with some after-auction deals anticipated. A full
story will appear in a future issue.
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