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| This circa 1839

i seating chart for the
{ U.S. House of Repre-
ik sentatives shows the

i places of John Quincy
Adams, Millard
Fillmore, and James
K. Polk, among others. It’s a simple thing but fires the imagination as one contemplates the conversations across
the aisles. The 13" x 16'2" engraving published in Washington, D.C., sold for $1750 (est. $500/750).

CAPE RILEY,

{NorTH pEVON. )

Forty-one lots of Arctic
material came from the
collection of Ray Edinger.
Edinger’s period facsim-

Two copies of Thomas Jefferson’s Notes on the State of Virginia
ile of the Illustrated Arctic

were among this sale’s highlights. Observations sur la Virginie,

published in Paris by Chez Barrois in 1787, sold to a collector
for a new auction record at $47,500. The French edition is
considered the “first published edition,” since Jefferson had a
handful of copies printed for private distribution in 1784-85.
The French one is also the first to contain the regional map, and
the example in this copy was cataloged as being “in unusually

News, Published on Board
H.M.S. Resolute sold for
$3250 to a phone bid-
der. The 57 lithographed
pages, some hand-colored,
were published in London

FIRST TRACES OF MISSING EXPEDITION DISCOVERED.

in 1852. In the previous

year, the Resolute had been searching for Sir John Franklin and his expedition when it became trapped in ice;
producing the newspaper was one way of passing the time. Many other lots in this category were well-known titles
and often sold after cyber duels.

strong condition.” The same buyer paid an underestimate
$22,500 for the first edition in English. Published by John
Stockdale in London in the same year as the French, this copy
included the map with hand coloring.
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A ClVll War archive of 56 letters from a sergeant in the Monitor Regiment sold to the
South Caroliniana Library at the University of South Carolina for $5500. The letters
were written by George Gordon DeGroot of Canarsie, Brooklyn, New York, to his
brother Nicholas DeGroot of New York City. The writing is vivid, grim, unrestrained.
“To run a rebel through with a bayonet is fun and I could do it with a clearer conscience
than I could killing a pig,” he wrote on March 4, 1864. “The rampart & fort looks more
like a badly damaged cheese than Fort Sumpter [sic],” he observes of Fort Sumter after
it has undergone two years of shelling. The sketch pictured shows his Coles Island, South
Carolina, “shanty.” After months of illness and then a bad battle wound, DeGroot, who
was born in 1841, died in a Hilton Head hospital in 1865.

S

A university thesis published in Germany in 1739—an attempt to determine whether
California was an island—sold to a dealer for $32,500 (est. $4000/6000). According to Swann,
no other copy of Disputation Geographic de Vero Californiae by Johann Jeorg Gemeling has
been known at auction. What is more, of the four copies listed in Online Computer Library
Center (OCLC), only one is on this side of the Atlantic. This copy a with map came from the
collection of Glen McLaughlin, author of the bibliography The Mapping of California as an
Island (1995).
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This stippled and engraved

portrait of Alexander Hamilton

was published in New York by the

Columbia Academy of Painting in

1804. The 23" x 17'4" print sold
for $3500.

[ Just the fthing for a Child to have !

John Adawse’s Letter written the 8y after the Signing of the

: ”‘DEQLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

Philadeiphia, Tuly 5, 1116
Yesterday the greatest guestion
was decided which was ever decided
«| among men. A Resolution was passed
upanimously — “ THAT  THESE
i % Sy AT

TUNITED STATES ARE, AND OF

LRIGHT OUGHT ‘10, BE, FREE

AND. INDEPENDENT STATES”
Thedayispast. Thedthof July, 1776,

i will bo g, ORABLE FEPOCHA
in, the higtory of America. Iam apt

10 believe it will be celebratdd by sue-
ceeding penerations, as the GREAT

| ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL!

t o be edmmemorated as the

2 16 ony ;
DAY OF DELIVERANCE, by sol- &

emn acts of * devotion'to Almighty

God—1It ought to be solemnized with £
| pomp, shows, games, spoits; guas, |
H bal[s,_l’)onﬁres: and jlhu’ninsz:ion’s, from’
* | one end of the continent to the other,
‘érozu s dime - forward *forever !

ou will #hink me transported with
cnthusiasm s but T amnot. ~ T am-weell

treasure it will cost to maintain this |
DECLARATION, and suppovt and |
defend these States; yet through all
the: gloom, T can see a ray of light,
and ;glmy I can see that the end is
_worth more than all the means; and | 2
thab posterity will triumph, although
“you and I may rue,'which [ hope we
shall not. - Yours, &e., i

- JomN ADAMS,

SINGULAR  GOINCIBENGE. -

The two venerable Signers of the
Declaration of Tndependence, Tx-
Presidents of the %nited tates,
JOEN ADAMS, aged 91, and
THOMAS JEEB‘I“EI%%ON, aged 58
years, died July 4, 1826, just fifty
years after signing /the' Declaration.
© It was so ordained by the over

{f ruling hand of Providence, that those

[ great and good men shonld end their
5 eart]ﬂy career on ‘the day ‘of the
5 \§bﬂee, that the sun of their existence

‘aware of the toil, and blood, and-C might sobin a blaze of splendid glory.

“HENRY BOWEN'S CHEMIC

An 11" x 11" illustrated broadside on
muslin, published circa 1848 in Bos-
ton, sold to the Massachusetts Histor-
ical Society for $2375 (est. $400/600).
The text is from John Adams’s letter
of July 3, 1776, to his wife, Abigail: “Yesterday the greatest question was decided which was ever decided among
men....” The title takes the cake: “Just the thing for a Child to have!” The catalog said only two other copies have
been traced, and none were known at auction until now. Estate of Milton R. Slater.
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NOAH AARONS

Ago, 36 yeus (1920 height, § fct, 7 inches; weight, 120 pounds | i :

iy o o o of el O e 0 el
 Wanied for shoning Samue! and Lovis Lich

ity an December 2, 1534, intaing

e ese: of mardcr and & Beneh W

a1 150 West 424 Strcer, this
.11 Tle b beon indicted far
bl player and pi

some siher sulore

The archive and library of
American magician Leslie Pierce
Guest (1898-1981) sold for

$2000 (est. $1200/1800) The 205
items included correspondence,
typescripts of tricks, press
notices, promotional materials,
photographs, a library of trick
pamphlets, and professional
magician society literature.

b
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A Nebraska jail ledger was used as a scrapbook for scores of wanted posters
issued by police departments across the United States and Canada in the early
20th century. They include notable fugitives as well as small-timers. There are
eight million stories in the naked city. These are 319 of them—told in a matter
of a few sentences each. There is a poster for baseball player Dan Brown, a star

LESLI E P. GU EST pitcher in the Negro Leagues of the 1920s, who killed a man in a bar fight and was
FRESENES never captured. There is another for Ponzi schemer Leo Koretz, who embezzled an
“ADVENTURES IN MAGIC-LAND” : estimated $30,000,000. He died in jail in 1925, an apparent suicide by chocolate. A
AND OTHER PROGRAMS COMBINING diabetic, he ate an entire box of it. The ledger-scrapbook sold to William Reese for

MAGIC, FUN, AND NOVELTY ENTERTAINMENT $5500 (est. $2000/3000).
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! The Federalist is a great American book. It is not,
‘ comparatively speaking, a rare book. A census
conducted by William Reese Company a few years
ago located more than 110 copies. What could
A be considered rare is a Federalist manuscript.

An example by John Jay (one page shown) was ,;fﬂff‘z“;_“,,;“;é‘_f‘;&”mwclfm Forl Govstaorppecon

offered at Christie’s on December 8, 2015. Written
\ circa November 7, 1787, the six pages were then
extensively revised in Jay’s hand. Billed as the only
surviving Federalist manuscript in private hands, it
sold for $1,445,000 (est. $600,000/800,000).

In his essay, Jay rails against theidea of the newborn e
country splitting “into three or four independent and '+ ':‘ By a“j*’;;"'
probably discordant republics or confederacies,” ... o iiis.
remarking that if such a split were to occur, “what

. R AT S S aﬁ:,ﬁ«‘cg(n(,«/l Frecy Zor
byt A * ;
”‘;F;M‘ Mo Fesirn i iy Sait firateossd i -

& fh-enrr-‘-u el Forat zq‘f":;m‘ﬁ:%"%‘”
e

Lol 2

e s
iy foniliceiliieds Fremre argicst ;K
3 ‘Eﬁ“

Toms b pratfy Hier
Lp s Abrelor Lo, Aertsn b i sl y/um..‘?!:?

&l & |

or Jevlerz, o !’w&y = prmmanthe m.zﬁ‘)rw.v/&/
iiieito tace Aapilig Diivicr BeewrsToa Sontifont

T sffocl ity W\ It foos s fliing By oG orsorir B prmetice

a poor, pitiful figure will America make!” The job D A s s

The family papers of Colonel Joaquin Terrazas of Chihuahua,
Mexico (59 items dated 1874 to 1913) included this pencil
and wash portrait of the patriarch. Coming at the tail end
of these sales, the Latin Americana section invariably plays
to a sparse live audience. Still, vigorous bidding from the
phones, Internet, and order book is the rule. The winner in
this case, a dealer who was perhaps the last bidder left in the
room, paid $15,000 (est. $5000/7500).

of Biety
7

of convincing citizens to redirect their loyalties away ;..

i dovanicigpm, oblis i Tt iede K coseti b2 s
P P Lo sl 3 s ftclilies bne corctioy ”»f;m.u
from their individual states and toward a federal ~7=7% e B S PL

e - te- Domiz
government was not an easy task, however. For a  peid o fonc- suc ot dacte 45 fie, ity Gy o tney S00ek
Mo . s ofd . PRI of Fir Btan®, iy e ;wz«}g-mx‘ Ifenze f

brilliant and comprehensive explication, see Empire %7000 [ 7 LT Qeectoss i@ e forne, gy res Somer ol oy

: : : AT St B et 2 A
of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815, b s e wicd (XL iveck i"‘i; j ij g o

. . ovie Bl enlion el 4 it - M incrp o lecrace fletecss, rrel
published in 2009, authored by Gordon S. Wood, a - il

Pulitzer Prize-winning Brown University professor emeritus. Photo courtesy Christie’s. ;
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