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A boy named Jack, when asked how old the STEAM 
wagon was, put its age at circa 1950. Actually, said 
one of the adults, it was circa 1990.

Note the old phone booth in the 2600 booth.
Rob Vincent’s business card features vintage photos of his great-grandparents.

Possibility Studios of Kingston, New York, an 
1800-square-foot maker space, brought an old-
time face board. The oval face was on a hinge 
that flipped back for photo ops. Available 
to members of Possibility Studios are such 
things as a table saw, band saws, jigsaw, drill 
presses, sanders, routers, a painter sprayer, a 
sandblaster, heavy industrial and traditional 
sewing machines, and so on. Old-fashioned go-cart races were a crowd pleaser and big draw at this 

event. The contestant driving in front rode a go-cart in the style of a 
vintage Volkswagen van.

The 2600 guys drive a refurbished Bell Telephone Company field technician’s van.

Rob Vincent, whose website (www.
robvincent.net) posts that he is an 
“artist, hacker, writer, performer, 
journalist, cleric, rogue, tinkerer, 
puppeteer, autodidact, media 
producer, community organizer, 
loud voice, and nerd-of-all-trades,” 
was helping out in the booth of 
2600, publishers of The Hacker 
Quarterly. He is pictured with an old 
dial-less phone, one that required 
a human operator, similar to Lily 
Tomlin’s “Ernestine” character. As 
he reminded me, the earliest hackers 
were phone freaks who hacked 
phones, not computers.

An early to mid-20th-century rotary dial 
phone was on display at the 2600 booth. 
For the significance of the number 2600, 
do an Internet search for “2600 hertz.”
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“Join the Industrial Re-Revolution” is the slogan of Dustin Roderigues’s Tachyon Electrics. 
He is pictured with his electrified motorcycle.

Make: magazine 
founder Dale 
Dougherty.

Melanie Clark, assistant to Topaz 
M. Terry, proprietor of Bicycle 
Trash (www.bicycletrash.com), was 
selling jewelry made of old bicycle 
parts. A pendant is pictured in the 
detail. “Functional art for bicycle 
enthusiasts,” says Bicycle Trash’s 
business card. Makers want to find 
ways to repurpose, recycle, and reuse 
materials. They even want to figure 
out how to use debris from disasters 
such as hurricanes and earthquakes, 
instead of just putting it all into a 
landfill.

The Funkrust Brass Band, based in Brooklyn, performed on Sunday.

The American Watchmakers-Clockmakers Institute’s booth.

The Heavy Meta [sic] Dragon, a fire-breathing artwork that doubles as a mobile 
sound stage, was designed and built in Toronto. It is 30' long and 19' tall, and has 
interactive fire, sound, kinetic, and light components. Built atop a GM mini bus, 
it is capable of being driven on the highway.

The Staten Island 
MakerSpace’s STEAM 
Wagon’s license plate. Most of the event was outdoors. This was the scene in the covered pavilion.
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