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.. LEWIS W. HINE
"~ INTERPRETIVE PHOTOGRAPHY
HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NEW YORK

One of many youngsters working in Carolina cotton mills by Lewis W. Hine sold to a collector for $30,000 (est.
$10,000/15,000). Hine made the image in 1908; this 4 " x 6%" silver contact print, circa 1931, has Hine’s “Interpretive
Photography” hand stamp, plus the title, date, and numeric notations in pencil on the back. When these and other
damning images of children working were first made available to the public, the culpable parties pleaded that the photos
were, in essence, “fake news.” In a letter Hine wrote, circa 1910, he said: “My child labor photos have already set the
authorities to work to see ‘if such things can be possible.” They try to get around them by crying ‘fake,” but therein

lies the value of data & a witness.” The correspondence is included in Daile Kaplan’s Photo Story: Selected Letters and
Photographs of Lewis W. Hine, published by Smithsonian Institution Press in 1992.

Lewis W. Hine, Climbing into America (Ellis Island
group), 6 " x4 ",silver print, 1908, sold for $12,500
(est. $7000/10,000). On the back are three hand stamps—
Hine’s “Interpretive Photography,” “Hine Photo
Company...Yonkers,” and one indicating “Set No 3.”—
along with his title and numeric notations in ink and
pencil. Hine conducted what he called his “immigrant
studies” at Ellis Island and elsewhere from 1905 through
1930. He began when he was still teaching, showing the
images to his students, hoping they would help them have
as much respect for contemporary immigrants as they
did for the Pilgrims.

A group of 18 photographs of colonial (1890-1910)
Hawaii fetched $3000 (est. $2500/3500). The 13
albumen prints and five silver prints, each 94"

Lewis W. Hine, Russian Family at Ellis Island, 6%" x

5 ", silver contact print, 1905, with Hine’s “Interpretive
Photography” hand stamp, plus his title, date, and numeric
notations in pencil on the back, $6000 (est. $6000/9000). A x7 ", show early hotels, landscapes, seascapes,

surfers, cliff divers, poi-cooking and -eating,
women in grass skirts and leis (as seen here), and
more. Included in the lot was a circa 1895 carte
de visite of Queen Lili’uokalani (1838-1917), last
sovereign of the Kamehameha dynasty.

Swann press release said: “The lasting relevance of these
[Hine] images is exemplified by the buyer [of this one], who
happily relayed that the children in the photograph are his
great-grandmother and her sister.”

Lewis W. Hine, + XOO +RXVH %HQH¢;, FLDU\ ,WDOL
Grandmother, 6%" x 4 ", silver contact print, with three

hand stamps—Hine’s “Interpretive Photography,” “Hine

Photo Company,” and “Set No. 566”—along with his

signature, title, date (1910), and numeric notations in

pencil and ink on reverse, $15,000 (est. $5000/7000).

An album of 35 photographs (cyanotypes,
silver prints, and platinum prints) of New
York City subway and elevated railway
construction projects undertaken 1902-15
sold to an absentee bidder for $4250 (est.
$3000/4500). Each measures 7'2" x 9%4". All
are dated and captioned.
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Collectors, curators, and dealers are starting to consider the merits of press photos, but not
all are equal. Subject matter is important. At this sale a collection of approximately 113 press
and wire photographs relating to the American civil rights movement sold for $6500 (est.
$3000/4000). “Press photos have been the focus of private and institutional collectors for
several years now, in particular Pulitzer Prize-winning images and topical images,” Kaplan
commented. “The civil rights material definitely sold very competitively.” Dating from the
1960s through the 1980s, each image measures approximately 8" x 10", nearly all with a

caption in the negative.

Christine von der Linn and Rick Stattler of Swann took a moment to pose in
front of this 106" x 116" winter scene hand painted on muslin. Dating from the
1870s, it is presumed to be a photographer’s studio backdrop from the tintype
era. The item sold to an absentee bidder for $7500 (est. $3000/4500).
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A vernacular album of more than 130 albumen prints, most measuring 774" x 4%",
sold on the phone for $5000 (est. $4000/6000). They were taken in 1889-90 by an
accomplished amateur photographer who remains anonymous. He shot scenes from
his travels coast to coast, of his family back in Boston, and ones that appear to be self-
portraits—selfies, as it were. Of the two shown here, Kaplan said, “It’s my instinct
that he’s the one on the left, although the photographer did not identify himself by
name or otherwise anywhere in the album.” Of vernacular photography in general,
she said: “The poignant aspect of so much of it is that it becomes disconnected from
the original family. But that this material enters the photographic marketplace is

a commentary on how photographic images are, on the one hand, treasured when
family members are alive and aware of them and, on the other, how, in instances when
families come to an end, it continues to be appreciated by others.”

Swann’s photo department, posing in
front of the hand-painted backdrop,

from left to right: Oliver Lott, K-
Deborah Rogal, Keavy Handley- "%

Byrne, and Daile Kaplan.
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