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A 1904 into 1905 run of Gleanings in Bee 
Culture, including the issue that contains 
the first published firsthand account 
of the Wright brothers’ first complete 
roundtrip in their “airship,” sold for 
$5000 (est. $1500/2500).

The Honolulu Merchants’ Looking-
Glass, an 18-page 5½" x 4" booklet 
published anonymously in San Francisco 
in 1862 and distributed stealthily 
throughout Honolulu, sold for $10,625 
(est. $6000/9000). The compilation 
of dastardly characterizations of 31 
local merchants is a true rarity, maybe 
because the merchants destroyed as many 
as they could. One of the merchants 
was described as having “probably a 
better capacity for pulling wool over 
shipmasters’ eyes than any other man in 
the community…. Is generally disliked, 
and by many considered a dangerous man 
to confide in.”

This 23" x 16" x 10" 
painted plaster bust 

of Robert E. Lee 
sold to an absentee 
bidder for $5000 (est. 

$5000/7500). It was 
made in New York City 

in the 1920s by Philip 
H. Martiny (1858-1927) 

during the period 
when many of 
the Confederate 
memorials 
still standing 

today were being 
commissioned.

This first edition of 
The Book of Mormon, 
published by E.B. 
Grandin in Palmyra, 
New York, in 1830 
sold to a collector on 
the phone for $37,500 
(est. $10,000/15,000). 
A defective copy, it was 
missing its title page, but considering the 
price it brought, bidders thought that its 
original binding made up for that lack.

The Boston Directory, published in 1796 
by Manning & Loring, includes entries 
for Governor Samuel Adams and Paul 
Revere (“bell and cannon foundrey [sic], 
Lynn street, house North Square”). With 
its folding map intact, the volume sold 
for $3250 (est. $800/1200). According to 
Swann, no copies of either this title or 
the first directory, published in 1789, 
have been at auction for close to a 
century.

The sale’s cover lot was fabric, not paper—a 24" x 23" bandana 
featuring an engraving of President Theodore Roosevelt and Vice 
President Charles W. Fairbanks on the occasion of their reelection 
campaign in 1904. Distributed by the Lyon Brothers of Madison, 
Maine, the item was cataloged as “bright with minimal wear” and 
sold for $2000 (est. $1000/1500).

A circa 1870 mammoth photo of the U.S. Capitol sold to a dealer for $8125 (est. 
$3000/4000). The photographer is uncredited but, according to the catalog, the 
15¼" x 21" albumen print resembles one at the U.S. Library of Congress credited to 
Francis Hacker (1827-1904).

An album of 351 cyanotypes depicting the building of the Williamsburg Bridge from start to finish sold 
to a dealer for $30,000 (est. $4000/6000). The album was compiled by civil engineer Western Radford 
Bascome (1867-1940), who was also likely the photographer. The photos date from 1897 through 1903.

Locomotive Engine for Passengers as 
Built by the Lowell Machine Shop, a 24” 
x 32” chromolithograph published in 
Boston by L.H. Bradford in 1855, sold 
for $2470 (est. $1000/1500). The artist 
was Oliver Edwards Cushing (1829-
1890), who worked for the Lowell 
Machine Shop, Lowell, Massachusetts, 
as a mechanical draughtsman.
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This 1814 newspaper printing of Francis 
Scott Key’s “Defence [sic] of Fort McHenry,” 
later known as “The Star-Spangled Banner,” 
sold for a fluky $21,250 (est. $3000/4000).

A copy of Ida Husted Harper’s The Life and Work 
of Susan B. Anthony sold for $4000 (est. $800/1200). 
The biography was published in Indianapolis in three 
volumes, in 1898, 1899, and 1908, respectively. This 
copy was missing volume three but had a bonus––a 
1904 presentation inscription by its subject in volume 
one. Anthony addressed Grace Bartholomew, a 
Michigan farmer, and thanked D.A. Blodgett, also of 
Michigan, who bought “so many Histories of Woman 
Suffrage to give to his friends.” It is a reference to 
History of Woman Suffrage, the first three volumes of 
which were written and edited by Harper, Anthony, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Matilda Joslyn Gage 
between 1881 and 1887.

This copy of McClees’ Gallery of Photographic Portraits 
of the Senators, Representatives & Delegates of the 
Thirty-Fifth Congress sold to a dealer for $11,250 (est. 
$10,000/15,000). Published in Washington, D.C., in 
1859, when the medium of photography was just 20 
years old, it is one of the earliest photographically 
illustrated books. Each of the 292 photographic 
portraits is a salt paper print. They are printed 
directly on the leaves and bound, not tipped in. Each 
is captioned with a facsimile manuscript signature. 
Subjects include a pantheon of Civil War-era figures, 
including Jefferson Davis, Stephen Douglas, Hannibal 
Hamlin, Sam Houston, Andrew Johnson, William 
Seward, and Charles Sumner. The photographers were 
the book’s publisher, James Earle McClees (1821-
1887), and his assistant Julian Vannerson (b. 1827).

A scrapbook of itinerant Methodist preacher George Lane (1784-
1859), which includes an albumen photograph of him that was 
previously unknown, sold to a collector for $11,250 (est. $2000/3000). 
But the interest here wasn’t in Methodism; it was in Mormonism and 
demonstrates the depths to which Mormon collecting goes. Lane is 
believed to have been an early inspiration to Joseph Smith.

The diary that Mary Arbeely, a young Syrian-American, kept 
on a November 1908 to September 1909 visit to Beirut, her 
ancestors’ homeland, sold for $3000.

This 262-page logbook kept by seaman John Larnerd 
sold for $6760 to an unnamed institution bidding 
online. Larnerd recorded the details of three voyages he 
made to the South Seas during the period 1804 through 
most of 1816. Two were arduous trips to the Prince 
Edward Islands, not in Canada but newly discovered 
seal grounds between South Africa and Antarctica; the 
third was to Canton and Indonesia. “We have ben [sic] 
here 52 days since we made the land and not on shore 
yet,” he wrote of one of the seal hunts. “The people are 
getting sick.”
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