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Brimfield, Massachusetts

Brimfield: Yesterday & Today

by Jeanne Schinto
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Luckily the rain stopped, and canoeing
wasn’t necessary. But it was a fairly wet
July Brimfield. Dealer: “Dive in, folks.
I’m giving deals. I’m in a good mood. You
should have seen me when it was raining.
I was cranky as hell.” Dug observed: “By
Saturday, the dealers seemed relieved to
finally have a day without rain, but you
could sense that they were exhausted, and
some were totally fed up. I heard several
making plans to leave early.”

Lots of kitsch at Brimfield. Among other
things, it’s a place to learn not to take
yourself too seriously. Dealer to customer:
“You gonna be here all week?” Customer:
“No, just a couple of days, then back to real
life.” As Julia wrote me in an e-mail: “I like
the kitsch, but don’t often buy it. Dug and

I do have a running friendly contest to see
who can find the most Blue Boy and Pinkie
paintings and in the weirdest formats” (i.e.,
The Blue Boy by Thomas Gainsborough
and Pinkie by Thomas Lawrence).
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Mannequin, with Dug in the background
digging into a promising box of something.
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Husband Bob made a couple of his own
Brimfield purchases, including this cabinet
card of a woman wearing a watch on a
chain, $10.
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Say the name “Brimfield”
and watch the reaction
on the face of your
interlocutor.
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Dug, examining a fly-tying tool. The dealer
was selling the tool and a box filled with
fly-tying materials for one money. He
would not sell the tool separately. “I get it,
but I’m no fly fisherman. There is money
to be made with lures and flies, but you
have to know the stuff well. I do not.”

Julia Gavin and Bob Frishman in the rain.
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Once a common sight on the fields, walkie-
talkie sets have been relegated to antiques
status now that cell phones are universal.
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This was our route, according to the app MapMyRun (www.mapmyrun.com). We
covered 3.58 miles in seven hours, took more than 30,000 steps, and sat only for the

briefest of lunch breaks.
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Shopper: “Do you have any mah-jongg
sets?” Dealer says no. “Do you know

any dealers who specialize in them?” He
doesn’t. Later, though, I see a set. I also see
jewelry made out of mah-jongg pieces. The
shopper could have used the Brimfield Flea
Finder app to locate what she wanted.
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Dug brought his loupe to take a closer look
when needed.

Dug North and Julia Gavin.
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TOOL CHES

We were all trying to spot tools for Dug. This isn’t what he was after, but the

word caught my eye.
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Maine
Blueberries

Bucolic sight: Maine blueberry boxes.
There were scores more of them alongside
these.
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Dug’s July 2017 purchases. Pictured

here, besides the items mentioned in the
text, bought by Dug on Tuesday, are his
Saturday purchases, too. They are an
antique glass-cutter made in France, $3;
an unknown tool, perhaps for flaring

lead pipe, $5; a clockmaker’s screw

plate, $20; an unknown blade, possibly a
very old straight razor, $4; and a pair of
watchmaker’s tongs, $7. Dug North photo.

Squirrel derriéres under glass domes. The
full-size squirrel was displaying the middle
finger on one of its paws.

#342(07H" 1" 244" +7-+.°85" 9," 2(0"+78"
#308" *8%$0#" +05" $'38-" 1-4('8" k-(.&="
JOR' &+.3A'$$" &H)ROH(28" 1$-" %e"
-$0#(56-(07"'3+" 1"'3$473" '38.," 2$4*5"
KBS/ O™ (0" + ++-7(#3" 7-$4)(075" W38
$)"($0" 'S 3+TTH" (1 +2+ ' "38-8=" 94™
I 5(508" “464"($0" 38" 5&+E4" @380"
;$9"+05" 1" 28-8"#(07" 3(#' .*$. /4" 28"
($AU5" G HSUR")ES) R B+ T TR H(%)" "
O8. +AH8" 38, "8 (" 24+ T+U6E")+-"$1"
*38'N1400" $1""38" 5+ , 8" $4° (076" 1" 2+#08"
8- (S4480$473"+9$4™ 36 1+/8"1-4("="+05"
'$'0%6," 2+, "$1""3(0/(07:" (" 2$4*5" 3+78"
9880"5(#. $4-"AS4H" S +#/"1$-"+'5 (. $40"™
2('3$4™36'(0"40" ($0"$1'94, (076

1" 3478 42+, #' +506(-45" '38" %6$544"
$)&-+05(" $1" '38" "$$*' 74, 4" 238" 4485"
"SR A)" + -G 1-$06" 44+ A" B” A" W3E,,"
3+5")%0"," $1' (05(2(54++," )-(.&5" (‘86"
(0.*45(07" 2(0"+78" (73" 944" 1$-" 23(. 3"
347TH07" 2+ 58" -(74844" ;4" 38" +H4S"
345"+ 9RO/ HHE )+ 6" $1"5 (. $26-
236-8"84$'8-(." /0$2:4578" . $45" )+, " $11"
$05" )-(. 8" 28-8" 1*4(56" W3+'BH" 8. +448"
8260" '3$HE" '2$" 54" $08" $1' 23BH8"
Je2" U+O0)H3(-8" *(.80HE" Y& 2"
NWKKdZ:0" .$4*5" 08" (580"(","82&-,"3(07"
(0"38(-"(0780"$-,"+05"/0$ 2" (‘H'1+(-"2+*485"
JO5" 48"+ 5+, 9-6+/" 826-," ("4%" $0" '38"
9++0/8"™ 2+#" JERRE' " b" +6965" 38" )-(.&"
)8-"("8%"280"'5$20™$"j SRE] "ER"+69%6='(""
5&#.80585"$"j QS-"+05"#$"$06'10"#38-"" 38"
BHEH"H'+785"+0"+4. "($0"(0"-&28-#6="2("3"
'38/984" 105" +-64") (&. G450+ . 385"4)"1$-"
7$$5" %6$08," +05" 38" -&4#" 1(05(07" *3&(-"
)-$)8-" 828" 7 ,"'38" 5+, 8" 405" $0*,"'38"
- 3+11"-896+(085"+"23(. 3") $(0""36-&" 28-8"
P24 B SR 74, #'2(*(07" " H("5$20"$0"
'38'94+0/8"+05") (. /+2+,"+" (6] ")&-1&. "
+0"(C48H#'1$$5". 3+(0

@& 3+508" 880" *$07" +" Z'4-"82+0'84"
2380" 1"38+-5" X47" 807+78" 2('3" +' 5a+HE-"
FOBA"H HYo A5 () G XATIN@ 3+ +-8"
LS4 74 ' +4/(07" 18" 3(#"*3(07[0" X&+He-1"
NVE$S5" 46#($060" Ug' '3$473™ 18- +'
06(04'8=" 0$" (07" 3+™ (" 3+5" . $%68" 1-$%" +0"
$)"$U68"- (8" &4 +'8="" 380" #+ (51" NW280" , 6
1(28" 5$H+-#0" XA7=""8) (5%, 1" N@$4*5" , $4"
"+/8" 280", [0" W3&" 5E+8-8¢" +0428-" 2+#"
036" X47" 9$473"™ (" +0, 2+,6" NW3+'8" '38"
Y"1 G0 (5K AT 28" 2+4/85"+ 2+ "
NI"3+28" 08 28-" 16*"" . $%1$-"+9%" 3+77*(0T4"
Z$%&'5+, #'1"5$"("="+05"#$%4&"5+ , #'1"5$08'6"
I (" 0™+ )-$. & 1" G0L$ 60" d+'8-=" XAT"
"$5'068'38" 2 +08" 48" 238" 38-"$'98*(& 28"
"38'5aHE-8H'58 H(*' IS4 " 38" ) " $V64 - ('8¢
84" +E" ;4" 2380" 38" #80" +') 3$'S"$1" ('S
' /0$265784+9%" 1-(805+" 2+'.3%+/&-"
A$30" N$2+.(/ $I" d(e >+ Je2
h$-/-'38""$*5" X47" 38" 3+5" $0&" (/&' (""+05"
2$+40'88-65"2('354")-$%) (07" 3+"("2+"
+0" $)"$o68'-(#'8" 5-(" )-&#6" NI" 984(8285"
389" 953"+ 3+ ) $(0"0"#+(5" XAT="#$" ("
24+ 7$$5" 94, "+05" .&-"+(0*," 2$-'3" 38"
BH'-+" B N<$-8" +05"%6$-8" 1" +%" 94, (07"
"SI -G , 8- (A1 38, "+-808™$S"
SH)BOH(286" 1" /0$2" + 138" 28-, "™ '3+
185" *8:+-0" §$968"3(07" 062" (0" -&#i&+-.3(07"
3896601 05"(1" , $48-8"0$""#)&05(07"%4 . 3
388840844 3" 3(07"H"+'0%(#"+/85

W3g-&"+-8-"$1". $A-#6=") (& . 84" 2("3") (. 64"
'343+28"96+0, " 18-$H'+" 3 -(%1(6*56'10" 38"
Z'4-82+0'8" (845" 38+2, " 3("&-#" (0. *4585"
#(28-"56+"8-"M$9&-"" 0§, 5" $1' J&2"h$-/"
(0" d*$, 5" $*5" 068" '3+ 38" 3+#" 940" (0"
38" H+068"#)$" 1$-"QQ" , &+-#5"] 05"38"H'+ , #"
428 /48" 4)" (0" +N'80'0" 2('3" 2$$560"

L #$$$%8 (S (+,-)$. ) 0+1$23+45)6$1789

I"FEATURE -

The Major Abner Morgan house, on
Brookfield Road, Brimfield, Massachusetts,
has been owned by Robert C. Cheney since
1982. “I have lived a very active life in this
house,” he reflected. “I ran my [clock-
restoration| business here for many years
prior to going to Skinner,” the auction house
from which he resigned as head of its clock
department earlier this year. “I like it out
here in the country. But now that I’m in
retirement and all the kiddos have gone in
their own various directions, the house has
become a little bit too much for us.” He and
his wife, Denise Johnson, “don’t need this
kind of place anymore,” he said. “We’re
expecting to put it on the market in the

spring.” Robert C. Cheney photo.

M. Anna Tarbell, librarian of the Brimfield Public Library, in
front of the Major Abner Morgan house, circa 1900.

WEW IMPROVED FULL DIMENSIONAL STEF

Julia collects vinyl records and
plays them on a turntable made
in 1966, the year of the release of
The Beatles’ Yesterday and Today
album. She was born 20 years
later.
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Dug North has lived in Lowell, Massachusetts, since
2008. His shop is in the Gates Block Studios, built in
1881 and originally used to make the leather belts that
powered Lowell’s textile machines. It houses all kinds
of artists now. Pictured is his condo building, built
between 1890 and 1895. It is called the Ayer Lofts,
because it was once home to the J.C. Ayer Company,
makers of patent medicines, including Ayer’s Cherry
Pectoral, Ayer’s Hair Vigor, and Ayer’s Cathartic Pills.
J.C. Ayer also published a popular yearly almanac,
Ayer’s American Almanac. Dug has collected some of
the company’s old advertisements. Dug’s condo is

on the second floor, which has the building’s highest
ceilings, 144" tall. It also has elaborate woodwork.
While the building is said to have been a laboratory
for Ayer, Dug imagines that his floor housed offices.
His condo has a big vault. There is no other in the
building and only a few others in Lowell, said Dug.

He doesn’t know its original purpose; he uses it as a
studio for his automata-making. Dug North photo.
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Garden Buddhas for meditative types.
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The wooden item on the left stumped Dug
and the dealer who had it for sale. Together
they wondered what it was. Dealer: “I’ve
had it for a month, and I can usually come
up with some crazy story but not for that
one.” The price was $45. Dug was intrigued
but passed it up. Later, in an e-mail, he told |
me: “It is a lever-assisted gouge of some sort. &
The shaft in the center has a gouge bit on
the end. A piece was placed in a jig at the
bottom where it could be positioned with
some accuracy. The lever was pressed down
and the part shaved with a semicircular cut.
What part? I don’t know. Whatever it was,
there were a lot of them because they took
the time to make this tool. The tool is old
and farm made and almost entirely wood.
It is not factory made or blacksmith made.
I am inclined to think that it shaved the end
or edge of something, otherwise you would
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simply use a drill. The bit looked like those used for carving wood. I wanted it, but didn’t want to carry it or to come

back for it. It is also rather big for my condo or for shipping.”
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The mystery mallet. Dug
North photo.
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