
20-D   Maine Antique Digest, July 2016

20-D
-  AUCTION -

Profiles in History, Calabasas, California

Historical Documents Sale Highlights Reagan’s 
50-Year Correspondence with a Fan
by Jeanne Schinto
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An archive of over 350 candid photographs of Ronald Reagan, the majority 
unpublished, along with 128 letters by him dating from the 1940s through the 
mid-1990s, as well as much, much more, sold to an unidentified institution for 

$120,000 (including buyer’s premium) at an auction conducted by Profiles in History 
in Calabasas, California, on April 18. The cache had been consigned to the sale by an 
anonymous historical-documents collector.

The consignor had bought the items about 15 years ago from Zelda Multz, one-
time president of the Ronald Reagan International Fan Club. She and the Hollywood 
film star had begun their correspondence in 1944 when Multz, born circa 1927, was 
a teenager living in Brooklyn, New York. They continued to write to each other for 

the next 50 years, though less frequently 
during Reagan’s two terms in the White 
House. The correspondence ended shortly 
after the announcement of Reagan’s 
Alzheimer’s diagnosis in 1994.

“It was an absolutely fantastic archive,” 
said Marsha E. Malinowski, Profiles in 
History’s historical consultant. “Reading 

through it, you just had to smile. Reagan, over fifty years, never wavered in his grace 
and candor. There are so many absolutely charming snapshots that no one has known 
about until now. And his personality comes out so dramatically in the letters.”

Malinowski was asked how special she thought that relationship between Reagan and 
his fan actually was. Were there other Zeldas in Reagan’s life? And are there other troves 
like this one out there? “You’ll find out, when you sell something like this, that things 
start coming out of the woodwork,” she said. “After J.D. Salinger died and after the 
whole Joyce Maynard thing, something like six caches of letters Salinger wrote to other 
young women came out.” (The Joyce Maynard “thing” is a reference to the 14 letters 
that the reclusive author wrote to Maynard when, as a Yale undergraduate in the early 
1970s, she was his protégé. Sotheby’s sold them in 1999 for $156,500. Malinowski, 
who worked at Sotheby’s for 26 years before founding Marsha Malinowski Fine Books 
and Manuscripts in 2012, was the specialist in charge of that sale.)

The Profiles in History auction was notable for other great 20th-century material, 
including multiple letters by Albert Einstein. All 23 lots, most of them written by 
the scientist to family members, sold for a total of $280,060, many well above their 
estimates. “There were times, like when [Malcolm] Forbes was selling his collection, 
that there was too much Einstein on the market,” Malinowski said. “Now I could have 
had thirty-five letters by Einstein, and they all would have done well. The importance 
of Einstein and his work has always been acknowledged, but people are really coveting 
his letters now.” Interest in historical documents relating to science in general “keeps 
getting stronger,” she added.

Being addressed to Einstein’s family, many of these letters, which came from 
a variety of consignors, were naturally of a personal nature. Malinowski was asked 
whether personal content is more or less highly sought than content about the subject 
for which a personage such as Einstein is known. “Obviously, both [kinds of content 
in one letter] would be the optimal,” she said. If there is only one kind, content about 
the personage’s subject is more desirable. “But with that said, there are many collectors 
who also want to see the other side of the person, not just the genius, whether it be 
Edison signing things ‘Pop,’ or Einstein signing things ‘Papa.’ Those collectors really 
like to get a fuller version of a particular person’s character.”

One and a half pages by Einstein to his ex-wife, Mileva Marić, sold for $32,000, 
more than double the low estimate. Dated January 28, 1926, the letter contained a 
discussion of Einstein’s views on the 
state of theoretical physics and, no less 
urgent to him, his frustrations about 
his and Mileva’s son Hans Albert’s 
prospective marriage to an older woman, 
Frieda Knecht. “She is pretty for her 
age but a superficial average person,” 
Einstein wrote. “You find plenty of them 
in the big city.” Ouch. That’s harsh—and 
apparently not very perceptive. Frieda 
and Hans Albert, who became a professor 
of hydraulic engineering at the University 
of California, Berkeley, were married for 
31 years, until Frieda’s death in 1958. 
The moral of this story might be: Stick to 
science, Einstein. Or as Malinowski said 
with a laugh, “As is the case with many 
men of genius quality, there’s always a 
cog in there that doesn’t deal well with 
something, and a lot of times it’s women 
and marriage.”

One of our greatest collectors of Ameri-
cana, Thomas W. Streeter, steadfastly 
refrained from buying manuscripts. His 
son, Frank, once mused in his diary: 
“Father always said that what he wanted 
to own was the printed account of an 
event which brought the news out into 
public view rather than manuscript, or 
‘insider,’ material,” (Diary, September 
22, 1994, Series II, Box 4, folder 3, 

An  unpublished archive of seven letters by Thomas A. Edison to his eldest child, Marion, 
along with three dozen others written to her by her mother and brothers, fetched 
$19,200 (est. $15,000/20,000). The lot included family photos, among them an apparently 
unpublished 2¼" x 2½" tintype of Edison posing with Marion and two others.

“You’ll find out, when you 
sell something like this, 
that things start coming 
out of the woodwork.”


