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Hot Dogs with Salsa

S S

An Old Town Fourth of July

fter the first Independence Day,
Americans were slow to start
celebrating. For one thing, the

‘war was yet to be won. For another, it

would be a while before anybody was
eager for more rockets’ red glare and
bombs bursting in air, even if they were
only pretend ones.

James Heintze, a librarian on the
faculty of American University, in
Washington, D.C.,, is an expert on
Fourth of July celebrations from 1776
to the present. His database shows that
the first official state fete occurred in
Massachusetts in 1781. The first one

west pf .the.
L o C A 1 Mississipp1 was
EVENTS

in 1804,
courtesy of the
explorers
Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark. Heintze says
he has no specific information about
early festivities in San Diego. “But will
say that it was not at all uncommon in
the West where Spanish was spoken to
have the Declaration of Independence
read in Spanish on the Fourth of July.”

Elena T. Orozco, who can trace
her family back eight generations to the
Carrillos of Old Town, says, “On the
Fourth, my grandmother used to dress
up in a sash that looked like the ones
worn by Miss Escondido and Miss
Coronado — and Miss America. I have
a picture of her wearing one in 1901.”
It’s tricolored, and although the photo
is black and white, she presumes the
sash to be red, white, and blue.

Anne Marie Tipton, special-events
coordinator at Old Town, says people
would have started celebrating
Independence Day here about 1846,
the beginning of the American period
at the mission-fort. “We have an
account that says people of Spanish
heritage got into it, t00.”

On this year’s holiday, the Old
Town staff and volunteers will be

“who was born in the

...............

recreating a version of an
old-time Fourth, circa
1840s to 1860s, and
Orozco, a seasonal State
Park aide, will be
participating. “I'm
portraying Maria Victoria
Dominguez Estudillo,

Presidio of San Diego in
1800, then moved with
her husband to Old
Town. The Californios
did get involved in the
_celebrations. I'll be
wearing an outfit from
the 1840s, even though I'll
be talking about events in
the 1860s. So I won’t be
wearing a hoopskirt; I'll
be wearing a petticoat.
What I’'m wearing would
be authentic for a lady of
that time period with
money. This place was
isolated, but she went up
and down the coast. Her
daughter married and
settled in Santa Barbara.
She would have gone to
visit her there. So she
would be wearing taffeta
and lace, even though this
place was desolate and
swampy and lagoony and
dusty.” .
Orozco will tell of
Mrs. Estudillo’s marriage,
motherhood, and early
widowhood at the house
in Old Town, which she
rented out to boarders
when she found it difficult to afford her
taffeta and lace. Orozco says she went
to live with her son-in-law who 1s
documented in newspaper accounts as
having ridden his horse through the
plaza in Old Town on one
Independence Day in the 1860s.

Of her own family
members, says Orozco,
who lives in Southeast
San Diego, “It has
dwindled down to a
precious few. My father’s
93, But we’ll put salsa -
and jalapeiio slices on
our hotdogs this Fourth
of July.”

Tipton has other
events in store for those
who come to Old Town
on the holiday, including
a self-guided tour of the
properties, among them
La Casa de Estudillo.

At Seeley Stable
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there will be games, authentic to the
early Victorian period: sack races,
watermelon-seed spitting, egg tossing,
pie eating, and cow-chip throwing. Of
the cow chips, Tipton says, “It’s the real
thing, dried-up cow patties that we're
going to get from a ranch.” As for the
eggs: “You're supposed to throw them
at each other without breaking them,
so people compete in pairs. You throw
them very lightly,” she coaches. The
pies will be cherry, donated by Henry’s.

At noon, a 28-star flag will be
raised while the City Guard Band plays.
“We use the flag of the United States
from the 1840s. It came from an
historic catalog.” A parade is scheduled
to take place around the plaza shortly
afterward.

A military cannon demonstration
is part of the celebration, too, because
it really wouldn’t be the Fourth of-July
without loud noises. Tipton doesn’t
know whether the cannon belongs to
Old Town or not. “It’ll be manned by

the San Pasqual Battlefield volunteers
from up in Escondido” — that is, the
park that commemorates one of the
bloodiest battles of the Mexican-
American War. It took place in 1846,
the year Old Town'’s re-creators use as
the start of its American period.

Its ending date is 1872, “because
that’s when there was a fire that
destroyed most of the buildings,” says
Tipton. “After that, most people left

Old Town.”
— Jeanne Schinto

San Diego's 1800s 4th of July
Celebration

Tuesday, July 4

Old Town San Diego
State Historic Park

San Diego Avenue and
Twiggs Street

11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Free

Info: 619-293-0017

or 619-220-5422
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