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Dragstrip Riot

Everyone Ended Up in Lemon Grove

his is a family history that begins in
a place called Mousehole. It ends in
Lemon Grove. Quickly the plot
line gets busy with names. Plus, detours
are made, to Colorado and elsewhere.
(Some family members tried to get rich
in the silver mines.) Never mind. What's
important to remember is that
everybody ended up in Lemon Grove.

One place where the story differs
from most family histories is in this: a
fictitious riot at a dragstrip is a significant
footnote.

The so-called second gold rush —
sparked by the citrus industry —
brought the Treganza family to Lemon
Grove in the early 1900s. Eduardo

Treganzawras
LO CAL an orchardist,
EVENTS

with a specialty
in lemons,
whose family
had orniginated
in-another mild ciimate, the westernmost
tip of England.

“The Treganzas came from
Mousehole, in Cornwall,” says 88-year-
old matriarch Amorita Treganza, who
has lived in Lemon Grove most of her
life. “They were Cornish-Spanish. The
Spanish armada invaded the coast of
England in 16-something-or-other, and
all of the Spanish sailors jumped ashore
and stayed.”

By 1912 Eduardo and his wife,
Josephine, were owners of the property
in Lemon Grove that remains in the
family today. (Josephine’s parents were
the ones who had tried their luck in
Colorado.) By that time, too, their son,
Alberto, had married and become an
architect. Amorita says she remembers
her mother and grandmother feeding the
pigeons in the brand-new Balboa Park,
whose Spanish Village her father had
helped design. She was three years old.
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At Grossmont High School,
Amorita was in the drama club, where
she met and fell in love with Robert
Turnbull I1I. Both studied drama at San
Diego State University; then they got
married.

Amorita didn’t pursue acting,
however; she became a pediatric vision
specialist (who retained the Treganza
name professionally), while Robert III
became a film producer and director.
Film was in his family’s blood, one could
say. His grandmother Jeska Burnett had
been a silent-screen star; his grandfather
Robert II had been a pioneering camera
man and director for Warner Brothers.

Amorita and Robert III had a son,

Robert IV, who was graduated from

Helix High School, went to San Diego
City College, then got a job at Lemon
Grove’s Ace Drive-In-Jt was 1957, and
drive-ins were the teenage rage.
Meanwhile, he dreamed of being an
actor.

Another aspiring actor, Dennis
Hopper — Robert IV’s high-school
chum — was already in Hollywood. One
day on the phone, Robert IV says,
Hopper told him, “If you want to get
involved in show biz, you're not going to
do it down in San Diego. Get your buns
up here. I'll introduce you to my agent;
you take it from there.” Up his buns
went, and in a matter of months, 20-
year-old Robert IV was costarring in his
first film.

“It was a cheap teenage film, called
Dragstrip Riot,” he says. “It never played
at the Ace Drive-In but premiered at the
Campus Drive-In on El Cajon
Boulevard. My name was up on the
marquee in lights, ‘Starring San Diego’s
own Bob Turnbull.””

Other films followed; so did TV
work. But Robert IV grew disenchanted
with marquee lights. He left Hollywood
in 1968. “I became a Christian and got
involved in my faith.” Even that turn of
events can be traced to his early
experience in Dragstrip Riot. He says he
was “smitten by” his costar, Yvonne
Lime, who invited him to a church camp
one weekend in the San Bernardino
Mountains, where, he says, “My eyes
were opened.” Today he travels the
country as Turnbull Ministries, doing
conferences on marriage and family.

In 1987, the Ace Drive-In was torn
down — drive-ins everywhere were past
their prime — and in its place was built
an apartment complex.

This weekend, the Lemon Grove
Historical Society opens three linked
exhibits. One chronicles Lemon Grove’s
history. Another does the same for the
Treganzas, whose narrative intersects the
city’s and Lemon Grove’s in numerous
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places. The third is devoted to the culture
of the drive-in.

Helen Ofield, the society’s
president, says, “We’'re telling these
stories in photographs, documents,
artifacts, memorabilia, architectural
drawings, furnishings, and clothing.”

Along with the drive-in
memorabilia, the society will show some
period films in video, including Dragstrip
Riot. Says Ofield, “The people in it are so
curious. There is a disconnect between
how they look and the lurid nature of the
title, because they’re clean-cut ’50s kids.
They hardly look like gang members, and
yet that is what it’s about. This was the
dawning of the teenage films about
disaffected youth that came to fruition in
the late 20th Century. We have a review
of Dragstrip Riot from Variety that
wished for at least one sympathetic adult,
presaging how intergenerational conflict
would be portrayed from then on.”

Tummbull (left) as a college professor on My Three Sons
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On hand at the opening will be
representatives of at least two
generations of Treganzas, mother and
son, Amorita and Robert IV. Ice cream

will be served.

— Jeanne Schinto

Ice Cream Social and Exhibit
“Lemon Grove:

The Rise of a California Town,”
“The Treganzas of Lemon Grove,"
and

“popcom, Poodle Skirts, and Little
Green Men:

The Ace Drive-In Lives Again”
Sunday, September 17,

2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

The Parsonage Museum

of Lemon Grove

Lemon Grove

Tickets: $10; $5, 12 and under
Info: 619-462-6494
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