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Brain Club

Mensa’s Members

arjory Bowles, president of
San Diego Mensa, isn’t
chatty, much less glib,
despite-the claim on her club’s website
that most of its members have “good
vocabularies.” She answers a
reporter’s questions but doesn’t
volunteer much information beyond
them. (To wit: Do you have any

| hobbies? “My primary hobby is

crocheting.”) :
She does open up a little when
she is asked why anybody would
willingly take such a test as Mensa
offers on its Annual National Testing
Day this weekend. Beyond being able

to boast to
' LOCAL those who care
EVENTS

about such
things, what
are the benefits
of discovering
:  that one is Mensa material — i.e., in
: possession of an 1.Q. in the upper two
percentile of the general population?
True, there are bike rides and bridge
dates and lunches organized by the
so-called High LQ. Society. But you
~could engage in those same activities
if you joined any number of other
organizations.

“A lot of people who join Mensa
want to talk to somebody who would
understand what they’re talking
about,” says Bowles. “They like to tell
jokes to people who would get the
punch line. For myself, one of the
weaknesses I had when I was growing
up was learning how to behave in
social situations. And every month we

i havea party, and I get to practice in a

:  safe environment with people who
: aren’t necessarily good at socializing,
either.”
Is she saying that Mensa

: members as a rule have social
i difficulties?

“Some do, but not all.”

What prevented her from
~ acquiring social skills when she was

younger?

“1 was more interested in reading
and doing my homework well than
going out.” 3

- Bowles works as a secretary for

the Muscular Dystrophy Association.
: Born in 1956 to a Marine Corps family
: that moved around a lot, she attended
:  Orange Glen High School in
Escondido. After graduation, she
joined the Navy. She joined Mensa
:  when she was in her early 30s but
didn’t have to take the Mensa test to
: doit. “I used'my Navy Basic Test
:  Battery score,” says Bowles. (For a list
. of tests and scores that may serve as
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: . “prior evidence” of qualification, see

www.sandiego.us. mensa.org.) A few
months later, she convinced her
husband, Dave, to apply. The

unemployed technical writer, who got

in on prior evidence of his own, is
currently on the local group’s board.
The Lakeside couple have children
from earlier marriages. The offspring,
in their early 20s, aren’t Mensa
members but “probably qualify,” says
Bowles.

A girl of eight is the local
chapter’s youngest member; its oldest
1s a woman in her “upper 90s.” Their
most famous member is Richard
Lederer, the Scripps Ranch resident
who writes books about language and
cohosts the KPBS radio show A Way
with Words, The 800.or so others
include a patent attorney, a nurse in
the psychiatric wing of a veterans’
hospital, a florist, a police officer, a
real-estate manager, a retired Navy
photographer, and an antique-car

restorer. There are numerous

educators, physicians, artists,
homemakers — “and a lot of

computer-type people who write
programs;” says Bowles,

The test on Saturday features
questions involving logic and
deductive reasoning. Test-takers must
also listen to a recorded story, then
answer questions about what they
have heard. “It’s a memory test,” says
Bowles. “If you miss something, you
can’t listen to the story again.”

The Mensa test as a whole is a
one-shot deal. If fajlure is your result,
you cannot retake the test.

“We do provide a practice test
that you can take in the privacy of
your own home,” says Bowles. “You
can order it on the national website”:
WWW. Us. mensa.org.

Mensa also provides a long list of
qualifying tests you can take through
other organizations. Or you could take
one given by a private psychologist. Of
course, being tested in these ways may
be more expensive than putting
yourself through Mensa’s rigors.

If you are younger than 14, you
must go one of the alternative routes,
since Mensa itself hasn’t devised tests
for brains any younger.

If you aren’t feeling up to test-
taking on Saturday, the local chapter
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Mensa members

offers monthly testing, every third
Saturday, without benefit of the
national organization’s publicity
campaign. |

One of Bowles’s favorite Mensa
activities is the discussion that it
sponsors every fourth Friday. “We
cover the controversial issues of our
day,” she says. But testing itself is a
controversial topic. In fact, a
discussion that drew more members
than gun control was one about
recent changes in the Scholastic
Assessment Test. The group’s

- enthusiasm for the SAT topic is

understandable, considering that test
scores brought them together in th
first place. |

— Jeanne Schinto

American Mensa's Annual
National Testing Day
Saturday, October 20,
10:00-11:30 a.m.

MiraCosta College

One Barnard Drive, Oceanside
$30 (reservations required)
760-945-5365

or www.sandiego.mensa.us.org
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