‘Local Events
page 71

Classical Music
page 81

Art Museums
& Galleries
page 83

Theater
page 84

Pop Music
page 87

Restaurants
page 109

Movies
page 120

History of Surfing

rover Cleveland, a surfer? Not
exactly. In a caricature from a
New York newspaper, dated
November 13, 1882, the U.S. president is
pictured on a cresting wave, his feet
balanced in little boats, while an
unidentified associate rides a wooden
plank alongside him.

The context is lost on Daved
Marsh, who owns the vintage piece. But
Marsh, a surfing historian,
bibliographer, and collector, believes it
to be the first example of surfing imagery

‘used in a political cartoon.

Marsh of La Mesa is a lender to an
unusual documentary exhibit that
currently fills 19 cases in two locations at
the SDSU library. It consists of surfing
documents — rare books, magazines,

movie posters
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records,
photographs,
decals, patches,
and other
ephemera from the library’s own special
collections as well from private
collections like Marsh’s.

“My main focus as a collector is the
non-surfing publications,” says Marsh,
who has lent 50 items to the exhibit. He
puts into this category the September
1930 cover of St. Nicholas magazine by
illustrator Armstrong Sperry. It shows a
young woman on a surfboard displaying
her shapely legs but not much in the way
of realistic surfing technique. “I used to
get into running discussions with purists
about items in my collection,” Marsh
says. “They’d tell me, ‘That’s not
surfing!’ But, yeah, it is. I call it
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‘surfploitation.’ I think it’s important to
realize that we as a society can be as
much influenced by how outside people
depict surfing as by how surfers actually
are.” ' |

Surfing magazines are a specialty of
another lender to the exhibit, Keith
Maynard Eshelman. The SDSU alumnus
has a complete run of Surfer, as well as
whole sets of other surfing periodicals
from the 1950s and 1960s, including
Surfing Illustrated, Peterson’s Surfing, and
International Surfing.

A charter subscriber to many of
these publications, Eshelman says, “I've
upgraded almost all my copies. My
Surfer volume one, number one, is in
real bad shape, but I kept it for
nostalgia’s sake, even though I've got a
nicer duplicate.”

Eshelman has also lent surfer movie
posters from the same period. There was
no formal, professional distribution for
these movies, he says. The posters were
put on telephone poles, in stores, and on
cars. Often, the movies were shown in
auditoriums, not commercial theaters.
The movie makers appeared at the
showings. narrating if there was no
soundtrack, and sometimes they signed
the posters for their fans.

“The most popular poster — that
is, the one that gets the most hits on my
website [surfclassics.com| — is for
Endless Summer,” Eshelman says.
“Everybody wants an Endless Summer.
The one in the exhibit has the pink and
red sunset and silhouettes of the surfers.”
It sells for $300—400.” But beware, if
you're a buyer; reproductions abound.

Eshelman names as a very rare
poster Greg Noll’s Search for Surf, from
1957. A poster for Noll’s Surfing
Highlights, from 1958, is another that’s

scarce. "I don’t even have that one in my
collection,” he says.

. Allen Kukel, a third lender to the
exhibit, collects early surfing books. His
first edition of Tom Blake’s 1935
Hawaiian Surfboard, the first book
solely devoted to surfing, is valued at
$2500-$3500, according to bookseller
Joe Tabler, formerly owner of Tabler
Books in Hillcrest, now exclusively an
Internet dealer at surfbooks.com.

Impossible to price (unless he were
to sell it) is what Kukel describes as “a
Holy Grail type of item” that he has lent
to SDSU. It’s a 12-page portfolio of
surfing photographs, circa 1915. They
were taken by A.R. Gurrey of Honolulu
from an outrigger canoe. Kukel bought
the portfolio on eBay for just a few

hundred dollars.

Another exceptional item lent by
Kukel to SDSU is a mockup of what was
to become John “Doc” Ball’s California

Surfriders: A Scrapbook of Surfriding and
Beach Stuff (1946). “Doc” Ball was a
dentist from the Palos Verdes area, an
original member of the Palos Verdes
Surfing Club. Like Gurrey, he took early
photos of surfers from out on the water.
His California Surfriders was the first
book about California surfing ever

published.

All these collectors are in their 40s |

and 50s. All of them are surfers. Marsh,
for one, says he began to collect while
living in Waikiki in the mid 1980s. “I
would surf every morning with all these
older people that had great stories. I
would paddle out in the morning, ask a
question, and then shut up. I realized
there was so much I didn’t know and
that I should know. That got me really
into the quest for learning as much
about the history as I could.”

— Jeanne Schinto
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Hang Ten! Documenting the
History of Surfing

Through February 3

San Diego State University
5500 Campanile Drive

Malcolm A. Love Library

Donor Hall, first floor corridor
Sunday: Noon-1:00 a.m.
Monday-Thursday,

7:00 a.m.-1:00 a.m.

Friday: 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Saturday: Noon-6:00 p.m.

Special Collections:

Library Addition, fourth floor
Monday: 10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday:

10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Free

Info: 619-594-6791
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