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led dogs wear booties, it’s true.
So do sniffer dogs at certain
disasters. (The World Trade
Center was one.) But for most dogs,
footwear will be a new concept, the
website of Ruff Wear, makers of Bark'n
Boots, admits.

Ruff Wear has been supplying REI
San Diego with “all-terrain paw
protection” and other outdoor dog
gear for about three years, says Kara
Bitel, the store manager. “Booties are
important if you're going to bring your
dog hiking on a hot, hard surface,” says
Bitel, who often hikes with her mixed
breed, Jamba. “For instance, granite.
That’s what you’ll find in a lot of the
eastern Sierras, as well as Yosemite.”

‘ Bitel hikes near

Yosemite, 1n
the Immigrant
Wilderness,

where dogs are
allowed. “If

you hike with your dog even for a short
while, the pads and paws can get really
messed up.”

Ruff Wear’s booties come in red,
royal blue, and black; they sell for $38 a
set. Ruff Wear (“For Dogs on the Go™)
also makes a dog overcoat. So does
QOutward Hound, an Internet company
that sells a full line of pet travel gear,
including carriers — and its coat comes
with a removable hood.

Whatever happened to the three-

dog night? Dogs used to keep the
humans warm. Now humans keep the

dogs warm — by buying them apparel
and other pricey equipment. A dog
travel bed, for example. “When I camp
with Jamba, if I don’t have something
for her to lie down on, she gets super
cold,” says Bitel. The beds sell at REI
for $20 to $100. “They stuff inside a
sack.”

The beds are made also to fit
compactly inside a tent. That’s not
necessarily the human’s tent. There 1s
such a thing as a dog tent now — yes,
with a dog door. (Ruff Wear’s Mutt
Hutt 1s $98.) |

Insane? Makers and sellers of dog
gear say not if you want your dog to be
safe while traveling to places and
engaging in activities for which nature
didn’t equip them.

REI’s event specialist Todd Smith
has just returned from ten days of
backpacking with his 12-week-old pug,
Gustav. It’s Smith who will conduct the
dog-gear “clinic” at REI this week. Has
Smith bought Gustav anything to wear
yet? “I've bought him a few things,”
says Smith. “I'm going to get him a
little pack and some other things. He’ll
be at the clinic. I'm going to bring him
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and dress him up.”

By “pack” Smith means a
backpack. (They’re made by Granite
Gear and Kelty, as well as Ruff Wear.)
So Gustav can carry his own food and
water, burro-style. But since dogs
should carry only 25 to 30 percent of
their weight, Gustav, even when full
grown, won't be schlepping much. In
any case, when he gets to the campsite,
his grub can be served to him in
collapsible dog bowls ($12.95 to
$19.95). They are made by a variety of
companies, although Ruff Wear’s
founder, owner, and head product
developer, Patrick Kruse, is the widely
acknowledged inventor.

“That’s the bowl that started it
all,” says David Madden, Ruff Wear’s
marketing manager, by phone from
company headquarters in Bend,
Oregon. “Patrick brought it to a trade
show in 1994, where it was picked up
by L.L. Bean.” At the time, Kruse’s
main business was making kayak
paddles. It didn’t take him long to

figure out that there are millions more
dog owners than kayakers.

But Ruff Wear hasn’t left water
sports too far behind. “A really popular
activity is kayaking with your dog,”
says REI’s Smith. “That’s especially if
you have dual seating. You can put the
dog in back. Or if it’s a small dog, you
can put him in the single seat with
you.” Dogs are also going sailing,
power-boating, and rafting; and in an
emergency, the dog paddle will take
even a water dog only so far. Enter,
then, the canine life jacket. Ruff Wear’s
Float Coats ($49.95 to $69.95) are its
biggest seller in the summertime, says
Madden. | |

The leading cause of sled-do
retirement is cataracts, says the Doggles
website. Doggles — “protective
eyewear for dogs” — are made by

Midknight Creations of Jackson,
California. Ruff Wear used to carry
Doggles but doesn’t anymore. “We're
very interested in safety, so when we
heard about the Doggles, we sold them

on our site,” says Madden. “We got in’
on the front end when they were a
small company and didn’t have great
distribution. And I think we helped
them get a lot of good exposure, but
they’ve since expanded into other
distribution channels. You can find
them just about anywhere.”

Are Doggles sold at REI? No, says
Bitel, but she has seen themat
Muttropolis in Solana Beach. And
Doggles says they can be found (for
$24.95) in a dozen other places here,
including Dexter’s Deli in Del Mar,
Wag’n Tails in Coronado, and Phyllis
Sweeney’s Encouragement Factory &
Gallery in Fallbrook.

— Jeanne Schinto

“Dogs’' Day Out”

Tuesday, October 21, 7:00 p.m.

REI San Diego
5556 Copley Drive,
Kearny Mesa

Free

858-279-4400
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