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Cottone Auctions, Leicester, New York
The Larson Clock Collection: Rare and Right

by Jeanne Schinto

We've been asked to make it clear at the outset. Lindy and Karen Larson
of Westminster, Vermont, are not going out of business, and they are not
getting a divorce after 38 years of marriage-far from it. Neither of them is
sick or sick of clocks, which they have been buying and selling for more
than 30 years. It's just that they decided to sell their personal collection.

"We needed to breathe a little bit," said Lindy a few days after the
auction, which was conducted by Cottone Auctions at Peter's Party
Complex on April 27. "We live in a 1780's house with seven fireplaces,
and every mantel had three or four clocks on it. It became a little silly
after awhile. But we did not do what a lot of people do when they sell a
collection, which is to keep the best twenty percent. We sold everything
that was great. We saved maybe four or five items that were sentimental

things."

The Larsons' 142 lots of 19th-century American clocks, which were sold
without reserve, brought very strong prices totaling approximately
$500,000, according to Sam Cottone. "Lindy and Karen bought very
pretty and rare things, nice things. They were very scrutinizing buyers,
and these things had been in their collection for a very long time.” About
30 of them are pictured in American Shelf and Wall Clocks: A Pictorial
History for Collectors (1992) by Robert W.D. Ball.

"We set the bar a little higher for several types of clocks," said Cottone,
mentioning specifically the top lot, a rare J.N. Dunning wall clock with a
16" diameter dial and a 3' tall mahogany bomb¢é drop-bottom case. Made
in New England, it was bought by a collector for $41,800 (including
buyer's premium).

The Dunning appeared on the catalog’s back cover. The front-cover lot
was an Asa Munger shelf clock that brought an astounding $20,900, two
and a half times the high estimate and, like the Dunning price, most
likely a record. Its bottom glass features a reverse painting of an elegant
woman dressed in midnight blue and lace, posed against the folds of a
rich scarlet drape.

"I asked Sam to put that on the cover, not because it was going to be the
most expensive clock—I knew it wouldn't be—but because that clock
illustrates exactly who Karen and I are,” said Lindy. "By that I mean, the
condition, the originality of it, and the artwork. Karen is involved in the
clock business, but she is also an artist-a stenciler, a reverse-glass painter, a
dial painter, a wall muralist-so it was the art on this clock that appealed to

her."

In fact, the couple's collection was notable for having a large share of

brightly colored, highly decorated, simply beautiful clocks.

Lindy said he sought out Pennsylvania clocks in particular whenever he
saw them, and the sale offered many rare examples in fine original
condition. Early and unusual Connecticut clocks were in the mix too
and Vermont-made clocks along with exceptional banjos and wall
regulators. Rarity. Originality. Purity. These were the qualities that made
this sale sing. "Many of the clocks I've only ever seen one of," said Lindy, a
familiar face at venues of all kinds from Brimfield on up. "The chances of
my finding another, or someone else finding another, are very slim."

The Larsons admit to having been nervous in the weeks leading up to the
big night. "But it wasn't about the dollars," said Lindy. "It was about the
fact that we had collected these and thought they were wonderful. And
then you put them all out there, all of a sudden you're being judged by
your peers. Your value system was on judgment.” Karen understood they
were selling something more than a clock collection. "They were part of
our furnishings all these years," she said. "It was difhicult to see them go
out the door."

At most auctions a few items get the lion's share of presale interest. Not
at this one. "In this sale interest was just across the board. Everything had
a lot of interest,” said Cottone, who has been in the auction business
since 1986 and before that was a dealer, especially of clocks. “"We have
always had a passion for them. We like to learn about them and handle
them," he said.

The Larsons helped Sam, his wife, Cindy, and son, Matt, during setup.
They answered questions during preview, but they didn't stay for the
sale. Just as they were leaving, they saw massive black clouds gathering
above Mount Morris. "Karen said, 'Lightning, thunder, oh, no! What if
the electricity goes off?"” Lindy recounted. "Of course, it didn't, but
when I mentioned it to Sam, he said, 'You know, we could have a
blackout right now, and it wouldn't make a bit of difference. We have so

many left bids." So that felt good."

The buyers were mostly collectors who paid retail and above, and many
of them did come to bid in person. Dealers bought what they could.
"Having a sale in upstate New York has one advantage over having it on
the East Coast," said Lindy, "and that is, it brings in Midwest buyers as
well as New Englanders."

They also came from the South, Middle Atlantic, and West Coast. Three
Delaneys participated (John, wife, Barbara, and son John) of Delaney
Antique Clocks, West Townsend, Massachusetts. So did Rick Merritt of
Merritt's Antiques, Inc., Reading, Pennsylvania. Tom Grimshaw of
Cheshire, Connecticut, past president of the American Clock & Watch
Museum in Bristol, Connecticut, was there, as was the museum's
curator, Chris H. Bailey. Collector Jim Cipra of Long Beach, California,
flew in for it, as did Jeft Cotton of Decatur, Georgia. Ohio, Florida, New
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, both Carolinas, Texas, Wisconsin, Louisiana,
and Missouri were represented. A couple of these American clocks even
went to buyers in Great Britain.

The Larsons are known to many people abroad, as well as at home, by
way of their yearly catalog. They'll continue to publish a hard copy, at
least for now, even though it's available on line. "A significant number of
people, older people, don't have computers, and others still like that
tactile piece of paper,” Lindy said. For more information, call Larson's

Clock Shop at (802) 722-4203 or see the Web site
(www.larsonsclocks.com).

Asked whether they will start to amass a second clock collection, the
Larsons said no. They have the time (Lindy is 60; Karen is 59) but not
the inclination. There, however, has been no cooling of their
entrepreneurial spirit. "I will still be there at the crack of dawn at
Brimfield, walking around with everybody else," said Lindy. "In the
mud,” added Karen. "And when the clock I want is due to come up at the
auction, I'll still get sweaty waiting for it," said Lindy.

The sale was a milestone not only for the Larsons but for the Cottone
family as well, because it was their last sale at the rented facility where
they've held auctions for years. "We're renovating a new building, and
hopetully in the late summer, we'll have our first auction there," said
Cottone. "We own other buildings, but they're just for storage and
photography. In the past for an auction we've had to pack everything up
and move it. Now everything will be in house. It's a big undertaking, but
I think it will make us more efficient.”

For more information, contact Cottone Auctions at (585) 243-3100 or
visit (www.cottoneauctions.com).
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